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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
9:31 a.m

JUDGE JULIUS: W are on the record.
Today is July 8th, 2026. This is day 7 in the
matter of Schedul es of Controll ed Substances,
Proposed Rescheduling of Marijuana, DEA Hearing
Docket No. 26-96, DEA Docket 1362.

First order of business, |I'll take
attendance of who is present today. M. Lonich,
woul d you pl ease state for who's here on behal f
of the governnent today?

MR. LONICH  Yes, Your Honor. For the
governnent, Jarrett Lonich, Kayla Kreinheder,
David Mal ey, and Mack Swan.

JUDGE JULIUS: Wl cone, Counsel. And
on behalf of Smart Approaches to Marijuana?

MR. McNICHCOLS: John McNi chol's, Your
Honor .

JUDGE JULIUS: And the Qpposed States?

MR. McNI CHCOLS: John McNichol s.

JUDGE JULIUS: And on behalf of Dr.
Kennet h Fi nn, MD?

MR, KENNEALLY: Good norning, Your
Honor. Patrick Kenneally as well as Connor

M ghel | .
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JUDGE JULIUS: Very good. On behalf of
DU D Vi cti m Voi ces?

MR. KENNEALLY: Patrick Kenneally,
Connor M ghell, Your Honor.

JUDCGE JULIUS: And | see M. Evans is
with us. Are you here, M. Evans, on behal f of
Nat i onal Drug and Al cohol Screening Association?

MR. McNI CHOLS: Yes, Your Honor, and
Dr. Finn, and DU D. Your Honor, if | may, |I'm
going to be leaving tonorrow norning. | just
wanted to thank you for your judicial denmeanor
t hroughout this whol e process. You've been
ki nd, conpassionate, and yet firm and you' ve
made very thoughtful decisions. So, | just
wanted to Il et you know | appreciate it.

JUDGE JULIUS: Well, you're very
wel cone. | always strive to give a full and
fair hearing to every party that appears before
me —

MR, EVANS: Yes.

JUDGE JULIUS: In this court and courts
that |'ve presided over before, so |I’'’mglad that
cane across.

MR. EVANS: No, it does.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you. And ny

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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records show that we had Phillip Drum PharnD,
as well as Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
were not appearing today. Anyone here on their
behal f? | take that as a no. Thank you,
everyone, for the roll call today. W finished
up yesterday with the opening statenents, on
behal f of Dr. Finn.

M. Kenneally, if you d like to call
your first wtness.

MR. KENNEALLY: Perhaps before we can
get going, there's just one small matter that |
wanted to bring to the court's attention.

JUDGE JULI US: Sure.

MR. KENNEALLY: Judge, after Ed Wod's
testinony yesterday, | inquired with Dr. Finn as
to whether or not he had al so reviewed the
record, and he indicated to ne that he had
| ooked at days 1 and days 2. He indicated that
the reason that he did that is not because he
wanted to get an upper hand with respect to his
testinony. He said they were emailed to him
and by virtue of the fact that they were enuil ed
directly to him he thought that it was fair
gane to look at, and he only did days 1 and days

2. So with that, | understand that the DEA may

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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have a noti on.

JUDGE JULI US: Under st ood.
appreci ate the candor, Counsel. M. Lonich?

MR. LONICH  Yes, Your Honor. Just for
the record, we understand the Court's ruling
fromyesterday, and we appreciate counsel's
di scl osure. However, the governnent's position
Is that that is in violation of the tribunal's
order, and the governnment is nowin a position,
It has presented its case in chief, it has its
W t nesses, and now every w tness that has cone
forth since then potentially is a de facto
W tness, and they are -- excuse ne -- rebuttal
W tness, and they potentially have the ability
to tailor their answers to Counsels' questions
based on that know edge. W understand the
Court's ruling that's our position. W can take
it upin brief, and at the very | east, Your
Honor, we woul d appreciate if the tri bunal
rei ssued maybe an oral order rem nding the
parties to refrain from doi ng so.

JUDGE JULIUS: Understood. Thank you,
M. Lonich. M. Kenneally, do you have anything
further to say?

MR, KENNEALLY: Well, | nean, | think

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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it probably can't be helped with respect to all
parties in view of the fact that the attorneys
are here listening to the testinony and sort of
getting a sense of what the issues are, that
sone of the testinony as well as the questions
are ultimately going to be affected by that.
Nothing Dr. Finn is going to say is
going to sort of be directly rebutting, although
t he purpose for why he wanted to participate in
this hearing is to, a certain extent, rebut the
governnent's case. So sone of it is going to be
antagonistic to it as well as sort of directly
addressi ng sone of the things that the
governnent tal ked about. W would have no
problemw th extending Dr. Finn's cross-
exam nation. W understand that this is new
information for the DEA. W understand that
we' ve al so served sone exhibits on them | ast
Sunday, so if they wanted, | understand we're
ahead of schedule. |If they wanted to push back
Dr. Finn's cross-exam nation, we could make him
avai |l abl e at any other day after they've had the
opportunity to ultimately prepare. But | think
that in view of the fact that we've disclosed it

to the extent that his testinony was affected,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that is sonething they could explore on cross-
exam nation, and we woul d wel cone that.

JUDGE JULI US: Thank you, M.
Kenneal ly. Anything further fromthe
governnent, M. Lonich?

MR LONICH  No, Your Honor.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay.

MR LONICH: We maintain the sane
posi tion.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you. | understand
the position of both parties. | do understand
the situation that we have because certain
W t nesses are al so heads of organi zati ons which
make them parties, they have received transcri pt
copies that were enmailed by the Court to the
parties as well as counsel. W've reviewed the
prelimnary order that the Court sent out. W
did say that witnesses would not be allowed in
the courtroom W did not specifically say they
shoul d not read transcripts. | think perhaps
that was within the spirit of that, but | also
understand that they have directly received
t hese and may have believed that they could read
those. | will go ahead and, | suppose, orally

suppl enent the prelimnary order to the extent

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that we have any further wtnesses. They should
be instructed not to read any transcripts. |I'm
not going to exclude Dr. Finn's testinony based
upon the fact that he has reviewed day 1 and 2,

| believe you said, of the --

MR, KENNEALLY: Yes, Your Honor.

JUDGE JULIUS: O the transcripts. |
think it may go to weight. Those argunents can
be made. Certainly, any inpact that had can be
expl ored on cross-examnation. |t sounds |ike
counsel is open to extending --

MR. KENNEALLY: O course.

JUDGE JULI US: Cross-exam nation if need
be, and so should it cone to that, | wll
certainly entertain any notions for extended
cross-exam nation just to delve into to what
extent there may have been sone inpact by having
read those transcripts.

MR LONICH  Yes, Your Honor.
Under st ood.

JUDGE JULIUS: Ckay, any other
prelimnary matters from any other party?

MR. LONICH  Not fromus, Your Honor.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Then feel free to

call your first witness, M. Kenneally.
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MR. KENNEALLY: Your Honor, we woul d
call Dr. Kenneth Finn to the stand.

JUDGE JULI US: Ckay. Good norning,
sir.

DR.  FI NN Good nor ni ng.

JUDGE JULI US: Bef ore you have a seat,
if I could get you to raise your right hand. Do
you swear or affirmthat everything you say in
t hese proceedings will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth?

DR.  FI NN Yes.

VHEREUPOQON,

KENNETH FI NN, M D.
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as
foll ows:

JUDGE JULIUS: Thank you very nuch.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

JUDGE JULIUS: You nmay be seated. And
before M. Kenneally begins his questioning of
you, |I'Il just give you sone brief instructions
on the process of testifying, just for clarity
of the record.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JULIUS: Pl ease wait until the

full question is asked before you start your

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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answer. Pause for just a nonent before you
begi n your answer to see if the question draws
an objection. If you hear the word objection,
hold on. 1'll address the objection, and then
"Il instruct whether you should answer the
gquestion or not. If you need the question
repeated, you can ask to have the question
repeated. |If at any tinme you get a question you
don't understand, please state that you don't
understand the question. W'II|l get it rephrased
in a way that you do understand. And if you do
go ahead and answer a question w thout saying
you don't understand, we w |l assune that you
under st ood t he questi on.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
JUDGE JULIUS: Okay? Thank you very
much. M. Kenneally, whenever you're ready.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
MR, KENNEALLY: Good norning, sir.
Wul d you pl ease introduce yourself to the judge
by stating your first and your |ast nanme and
then spell your last nanme for the record?
A M nane is Kenneth Finn, F as in Frank-
I - N- N.
Q Al right, and you're a doctor?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Yes, Sir.

Where'd you go to ned school ?
Uni versity of Texas in Houston.
And what year did you graduate?
1990.

> O » O >

Q Al right, and after that, did you have
an i nternship?

A  Yes.

Q Wuld you tell the judge about that?

A | did an internal nedicine internship
at Presbyterian Hospital of Dall as.

Q Al right. And did you do a residency
thereafter?

A  No, | did ny residency at the
University of UWah in Salt Lake Gty and
conpleted that in 1994,

Q Ckay, how nmany years was the residency?
Thr ee.

Are you |icensed to practice nedicine?
Yes.

| n what states?

> O » O >

Col orado, Ut ah, and Ari zona.
Q And could you tell the judge when you
were licensed in each one of those states,

pl ease?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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A Col orado, 1994. Uah, 1990. And
Arizona, 2025.

Q Ckay. Doctor, what does board
certified nean?

A Board certification is a bar a
physi ci an needs to neet in order to have
qualifications to practice in their specialty.

Q And are you board certified in
anyt hi ng?

A  Yes.

Q Tell us about that.

A |I'mboard certified in physical
medi ci ne and rehabilitation. [|'malso board
certified in pain managenent, which was a board
exam of fered through the joint boards of
anest hesi a and physi cal nedicine and rehab. And
|'"'malso board certified in pain nedicine.

Q And how | ong have you been board
certified in pain nedicine and those ot her two?

A Oh, 25-plus years.

Q In each one?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay, let's tal k about your enpl oynment
hi story.

A  kay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Q Al right, after you graduated from
nmedi cal school, you went to work for the Denver
Spi ne and Rehabilitation Institute?

Denver Spi ne and Rehab, P.C.
Ckay. Tell us about that.

What were your responsibilities there?

> O O >»

| was an enpl oyed physician at that
time, and I worked with them for about two
years, and | evaluated and treated patients with
pai n di sorders.

Q Ckay, what was the next step?

A | went on private practice from 1996
t hr ough about 2024.

Q Al right, and that's with Spring
Rehabi litation?

A Springs Rehabilitation, yes.

Q Al right. Tell us about your job
responsibilities there. Wat did you do for
t henf?

A Wll, | was a business owner in private
practice, and | did very simlar work in terns
of managi ng and eval uating patients with pain
disorders. | did a lot of work in the workers
conpensation world and personal injury world as

wel | .
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Q Al right, did you work at any ot her
clinics while you were working at the Spring
one?

A W opened an office in Denver called
| nterwest Rehabilitation that we hired a
physician to take over, and we | eased the
practice to him And we also tried to open an
office in Scottsdale, Arizona, but we couldn't
find a doctor that wanted to work.

Q Okay. So how often are you working in
Col orado versus Arizona versus Utah?

A | amfull-tinme in Prescott, Arizona,
working in a nedical clinic as a hospital -
enpl oyed physi ci an.

Q Ckay.

A And | do the sanme type of work
evaluating and treating patients wth
muscul oskel etal and pain disorders, spending
part of ny tinme doing interventional pain
managenent .

Q Gay. Wiat's a physiatrist?

A  Physiatrist.

Q Excuse ne. Wat's a physiatrist?

A A physiatrist is a specialist in

physi cal nedicine and rehabilitation, where we

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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treat and nmanage patients wth nuscul oskel et al
and pai n di sorders.

Q Do you consider yourself to be a
physi atrist?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. Wuat's the |argest
prof essional organi zation for a physiatrist?

A  The Anerican Acadeny of Physi cal
Medi ci ne and Rehabilitati on.

Q Are you a nenber?

A  Yes.

Q Tell us about your nenbership.

A |'ve been a nenber since 1991, and it's
just a nmenbership of the organization. W have
to maintain our certification every 10 years,
and now every 5 years, where we have to pass,
you know, qualifying exam pass exam questions
to maintain our certification.

Q Ckay. Wat's the Anerican Board of
Pai n Medi ci ne?

A  The Anerican Board of Pain Medicine is
an organi zation that is not recogni zed by ACGVE,
or Anerican Coll ege of G aduate Educati on.

Q Wiat does that nean?

A ACGVE certification are kind of the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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typi cal nedical boards |ike PW&R, Ii ke

anest hesia, |ike oncology, et cetera. But in
the world of pain, there's not a |lot of doctors
that want to treat and nanage patients that have
pai n because --

Q Wiy not?

A Wll, we're in the mdst of an opioid
epidemc, which I think we're making an i npact
on. | think the opioid deaths are getting
| ower. But the Anmerican Board of PM&R and the
Aneri can Board of Anesthesia were really the
only large bodies that all owed people to becone
certified in sone sort of pain managenent.

Q Ckay.

A  The Anerican Board of Pain Medicine was
created in the early *90s for specialists
outside of those two fields, like in
neur osurgery, neurol ogy, and psychiatry, that
still had an interest in taking care of patients
t hat had pain di sorders.

Q Ckay.

A So that board was created over 30 years
ago, and | sat on their exam council for nore
than 25 years witing exam questions for

physicians that are interested in having that
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hi gher | evel of know edge and that other feather
in their cap to say that they have adequate
know edge to take care of those types of
patients. | was al so the President of the

Aneri can Board of Pain Medicine for several
years. |'ve been on their board of directors
for many years and their appeals conmttee. |
was very involved in that organization.

Q Gkay. And what exactly do they do?

A The Anerican Board of Pain Medicine?

Q Yes.

A Again, we want to nmake sure that
physi ci ans that may be anesthesia or PM&R
trained or those that are outside those boards
i ke psychi atry, neurol ogy, and neurosurgery
have that |evel of know edge to take care of
these patients adequately and safely.

Q Ckay, have you taught at any nedi cal
school s?

A  Yes.

Q Tell us about that.

A | was an associate clinical professor
at the University of Col orado, Col orado Springs
branch for several years.

Q Ckay. Doctor, when did you first

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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becone interested in marijuana and whet her or
not it had a nedical application?

A Well, having been in Col orado, which
kind of went down this path in 2000 and 2001
when they inplicated -- or they initiated the
medi cal marijuana program after several years
of dormancy, the program-- there was no
infrastructure. There were no di spensari es.
Physi ci ans were fearful for recommendi ng
marijuana use due to fear of licensure | oss.

But after the Ogden neno and the di spensaries
opened up across the state, where even today
there's nore marijuana --

Q \Wat's the Ogden neno?

A The Ogden neno was a federal, you know,
where they're going to | eave the states that
have nedi cal marijuana prograns al one.

Q .

A And after that neno passed, after sone
politicking at the state |level, the dispensaries
opened across the state of Col orado, where even
today there's nore marijuana busi nesses than
there are Starbucks and McDonal d' s conbi ned.
And then | started to see an influx of patients

comng to ne that were taking a high dose of
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opioids, which in and of itself is a problem
They were reporting very high |levels of pain,
you know, 8, 9, 10 out of 10 pain, horrific

pain, and they were using marijuana for pain.

Q Ckay.

A And over tinme, you know, with | ess
stigma of nmarijuana use, | was having nore ope
conversations with these patients. Wen I
pi nned them down, | said, okay, well,

marijuana's supposed to be a good opioid

n

substitute and anal gesic. Let's taper you down

of f of your opioids, and then you can use all

the marijuana you want. And the vast majority

nearly 100 percent, nost of them would tell ne,

well, | don't want to do that. And | said,
wel |, why? Because, you know, marijuana's
supposed to be a good pain anal gesic, and ny
patients were telling ne it wasn't doi ng what
was supposed to do and that the opioids were

nore effective in managi ng their pain.

Q Al right. And while you were treating

all of these patients and sort of initially
mustered an interest in the subject, did you
becone interested in the public health effects

that marijuana m ght be having on Col orado and
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sonme of the other states that you were
practicing in?

A Yes, because what the patients were
reporting to ne kind of went against the grain
of what the public opinion was, and so it kind
of piqued ny curiosity. So | took a deep dive
into the science. | took a deep dive into the
literature, which was a little nore scarce at
that time. W're tal king about m d-2000s, 2005
to 2009. You know, read Robert Pertwee's book,
whi ch was an anmazi ng conpendi um of the science,
and | kind of ended up down this road where |
ended up on the Governor's Task Force for
Anmendnent 64.

Q Wat is that? Tell us about that.

A That's the constitutional anmendnent in
the State of Col orado that allowed recreational
use of marijuana, and | was --

Q \VWhat was your role on the task force?

A | served on the Consuner Safety and
Soci al Issues Wrk Goup, and then | al so served
four years on the Col orado Medical Marijuana
Scientific Advisory Council.

Q And while you were on those, were you

considering the public health inpacts of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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mari j uana?

A Yes. | was learning a lot at that
time,

Q Gkay. Are you published in any nedi cal
journals, peer-reviewed or otherw se, journals
of pain, public health inpacts of marijuana?

A Yes, |'ve published several articles.

Q Tell us about that.

A | tal ked about public health
inplications. | talked about opioid epidemcs
in the Journal of Pain and ot her publications.
| ended up witing a nedical textbook called
Cannabis in Medicine: An Evidence-Based
Appr oach, where | had 70 authors from 40
countries and 20 chapters kind of outlining all
variety of issues in one-stop shopping. | nean,
and a year and a half of ny life | won't get
back. And | have a nuch higher respect for
peopl e that edit things.

Q \What does editing entail? Like, what
does -- what was your role?

A M role was to review each subm ssi on,
checking for granmar, punctuation, cross-
referencing their references to assure that

everything was true and valid. And it was a
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| arge undertaking. O course, today you can go

to PubMed or Google Schol ar and | ook up any

particular article you're interested in. But
this was the first conpendi um kind of putting
all those pieces together in one place. And
there was not, and as far as |I know, is still

not a book of that degree.

Q GCkay. Were there any chapters dealing

with the public health effects of marijuana?

A Yes. W had a chapter on driving
inpairnent. W had a chapter on, you know,
physi cian responsibility and |Iicensure issues.
Then we covered a whole variety of topics from
the brain to the heart to the lung to the

enmergency roomto pediatrics to adol escence.

Sui ci de, depression, psychosis, a whole variety

of subjects were within that book.

Q GCkay and it looks like in 2016 you
publ i shed an article called The H dden Costs of
Marijuana Use in Col orado: One Energency

Departnent's Experience. Wat was that about?

A Well, | was curious, you know, because

| was reading a | ot about the public health

I nplications on cannabis use. But just |ike all

the ot her substances that nake a | ot of noney
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for the respective industries, we know that
there are public health inplications. | nean,
al cohol and tobacco kill hundreds of thousands
of people a year. They nmake a | ot of noney for
the respective industries, but we know there's a
public health cost to it.

So, in a nmediumsized hospital in
Col orado Springs, we | ooked from 2009 to 2014,
just on the cusp of legalization, of what the

heal t hcare costs were to that one particul ar

hospital. Wat we found were several things.
Nunber one, | did not realize how conplicated
hospital billingis. I'ma pretty sinple
person. | say, give ne a patient nane, a date

of service, and a drug test --

Q Yeah.

A And a bill and a charge.

Q Ckay.

A And we had to cross-reference a | ot of

data, and that's why it took so long to publish.
And at the end of the day, we found that that
one particular hospital lost $20 mllion just
frommarijuana-rel ated enmergency roomyvisits.

Q Okay. Doctor, just for the sake of

time, I"'mgoing to try to run through these.
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You've also -- I'mjust |ooking at your CV here.

A  Yes.

Q Exhibit 1.

A  kay.

Q It also looks |Iike you published an

article called The dinical Conundrum of Medi cal
Marijuana in Pain Medicine News in 2017. You
publ i shed Why Marijuana WIIl Not Fix the Opioid
Epidemc in Mssouri Medicine in 2018 as well as
I n 2024, Cannabis and the Overdose Crisis. Do
all of those articles deal with the public
health effects of marijuana?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. Doctor, tell the judge about
your experience either as a patient or in
prescribing marijuana as part of your practice.

A \Wll, interestingly, because based on
my discussions with ny patients, and they were
telling nme it wasn't working and how easy it was
to get a marijuana card, out of curiosity |
becane a registered nedical marijuana patient in
the State of Colorado. And this was during the
epidemc, the COVID epidemc, so it was a
telehealth visit. It cost ne $250. | didn't

make anything up. | was a very active person,
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who pl ayed collegiate soccer. |'mstill very
active skiing, nmountain biking, hiking, and ny
body has taken a beating. But particularly ny
knee issues, |'ve had nultiple surgeries, and |
was telling ny recomendi ng provider ny knees
hurt. In a matter of 60 seconds, | was approved
for severe pain. And the recomendi ng physici an
never asked ne what ny |evel of pain was, which
on a day-to-day basis is about 0 to 2 on a 10
scal e, never asked for a nedical record review,
never asked if | tried treatnents |i ke physical
t herapy, which nedications |'ve tried, didn't
ask if there may have been any drug-drug
Interactions with cannabis use. And so, within
a mnute, | won it and then a year later, | got
my renewal for ny nedical marijuana card, and
there was no fanfare. There were no questions
asked. Sane. Yeah, ny knees still hurt. At
that point | started asking ny recomendi ng
physi ci an sone poi nted questions, such as if |
have an adverse event? Wsat if | have chest
pain? Wat if | have palpitations? Wat if |
feel alittle depressed or suicidal? And the
recommendi ng physician is required in the State

of Colorado to be conpletely, fully |icensed,
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unrestricted licensed to practice nedicine.

Q Ckay.

A And defer to ny primary, so they were
not able to take care of ne if | had a problem
with the products that they were recomendi ng.

Q Ckay, having worked as a pain doctor in
Col orado and Arizona, are you famliar generally
Wi th how marijuana is prescribed in those states
or certified or licensed?

A They're typically recommended. There

really is no prescription, and | think Col orado

has a very -- nore broad, | guess, structure.
Q Yeah.
A | nmean, even an optonetrist that is not

a physician can nmake a recommendati on of nedi cal
marijuana in --

Q Ckay.

A -- the State of Col orado.

Q Do you have a financial interest in the
marijuana i ndustry?

A No.

Q Ckay. Do you have a financial interest
in a conpetitor drug, in a drug that's a
conpetitor to the marijuana industry?

A No.
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Q Ckay. Doctor, prior to comng to court
here today, did you have the opportunity to | ook
at your Cv? Is it fair, accurate, and authentic
and | abel ed Exhibit 1?

A Yes.

MR. KENNEALLY: Judge, at this tine I'd
ask to enter his CVinto evidence. 1'd also ask
to tender Dr. Finn as an expert in pain nedicine
and the public health effects of marijuana.

(Wher eupon, the docunent referred to
was marked as Dr. Finn's Exhibit No. 1, for
I dentification.)

JUDGE JULIUS: Any objection to Exhibit
1?

M5. KREI NHEDER: No obj ecti on.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Dr. Finn, Exhibit
1 wll be admtted, and we will provisionally
accept the expertise per the prelimnary order.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
docunent marked as Dr. Finn's Exhibit No. 1 was
received into evidence.)

M5. KRElI NHEDER:  Your Honor, the
governnment just asked that we have the
opportunity to address that in the post-hearing

brief.
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JUDGE JULIUS: Absolutely. Thank you,
Counsel . Pl ease proceed.

MR. KENNEALLY: Thank you. Doctor, you
offer quite a nunber of exhibits.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q Wiy so many?

A There's a |ot out there.

Q Ckay. Let's talk about Exhibits 2
t hrough 108 and 111 through 124. Prior to
comng to court here today, have you had the
opportunity to review all of those exhibits?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. And are these true and
accurate copies of the published articles,
reports, and docunents they purport to be?

A  Yes.

Q Do they fairly and accurately reproduce
the originals as published?

A  Yes.

Q Wre these articles, reports, docunents
publ i shed by authoritative sources regularly
relied on by pain physicians and public health
specialists in your field?

A Yes.
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Q Are these the kind of material s that
experts in pain nedicine and public health
specialists rely on in formng their opinion?

A  Yes.

Q Do these materials bear on whet her
marijuana has a currently accepted nedi cal use?

A Yes.

Q Do these materials bear on whet her
mar i j uana has an accepted | evel of safety and
Its potential for abuse?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. Let's talk about Exhibits
111 through 124. Do you work a full-tinme job?

A  Yes.

Q As you discussed, were you recently
novi ng?

A Yes.

Q \Were were you noving fronf

A  Well, | was recently getting ready to
put a house on the market in Colorado Springs
and was noving from-- or driving from Col orado
Springs to Prescott, Arizona.

Q Ckay, and this was during the tinme that
you were gathering the exhibits, correct?

A Yes.
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Q And how many days did you have to
gat her the exhibits?

A Not many, | didn't count, but very few

Q Gkay. And are the exhibits that you
negl ected to include in your original sunmary --
are they relevant and naterial to your
testinony? And that is, for the record,
Exhi bits 111 through 124.

A  Yes.

Q GCkay. And did you provide notice of
your intent to use these exhibits to the DEA
| ast Sunday, three days ago?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. Let's talk about Exhibits 109

t hrough 110. Do you know Drs. Rosshei m and
Doctor Stuyt, for the record, Judge, that's S T-
U Y-T, personally?

A | know Dr. Stuyt personally. | do not
know Dr. Rosshei m personally.

Q Ckay, but you do know of Dr. Rossheinf

A  Yes.

Q Gkay, and who are they?

A Dr. Rossheimis a public health
specialist, and Dr. Stuyt is a psychiatrist,

board-certifi ed.
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Q Al right. And have you had the
opportunity to review their affidavits prior to
comng to court here today?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. Are they true and accurate
copies of the affidavits provided by Dr.
Rossheim as well as Dr. Stuyt, in support of
your testinony on the public health risks
associ ated with rescheduling marijuana?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. Do these materials bear on
whet her or not marijuana has a currently
accept ed nedi cal use?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. Do these materials bear on
whet her marijuana has an accepted | evel of
safety and its potential for abuse?

A  Yes.

Q Judge, at this tinme I'd ask to enter as
a group exhibit, Exhibit 2 through 124.

(Wher eupon, the docunent referred to
was marked as Dr. Finn's Exhibit Nos. 2 through
124, for identification.)

JUDGE JULIUS: Any objection to 2
t hrough 124 of the Dr. Finn exhibits?
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MS. KREI NHEDER: We obj ect to sone of
t hem for vari ous reasons.

JUDGE JULIUS: Just take it one by one.

M5. KREINHEDER: No. 2, this appears to

be anticipated testinony fromthis witness in a
different nmatter. W object that it's
irrelevant here, and the best evidence is the
live testinony of Dr. Finn here today.

JUDCGE JULIUS: M. Kenneally, do you
have a response to the objection?

MR, KENNEALLY: Judge, this was his
anticipated testinony at the last hearing. |It's
rel evant just because he provides reference to a
nunber of other exhibits, giving the governnent
notice with respect to those. He's going to
tal k about sone of those exhibits during his
presentation here today. W agree that the best
evidence is going to be Dr. Finn's testinony.
| f the governnent wants to cross-exam ne him
Wi th respect to anything the governnent or any
of the exhibits. W are nore than fine with
that, and we think that you, as the Judge, can
consider it for what it's worth.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Understood. I'll admt
Exhibit 2. It'll go to weight. Next objection?
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(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
docunent marked as Dr. Finn's Exhibit No. 2 was
received into evidence.)

M5. KREI NHEDER: W al so object to
Exhi bit No. 8 because this is duplicative. This
exhi bit has al ready been brought into evidence
in this matter.

JUDCGE JULIUS: M. Kenneally?

MR. KENNEALLY: Sure. Strike it.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Ckay.

(Dr. Finn's Exhibit No. 8 w thdrawn.)

MR. KENNEALLY: We have no objection if
it's already in. Could Counsel just kind of
identify —

JUDGE JULIUS: Ildentify what it is.

MR, KENNEALLY: What it is, just for ne
so | know when |I'mreferring to it, what it's
al ready been entered into evidence?

M5. KREINHEDER: This is the
decl aration and attachnents that were brought in
yest erday under SAM

MR, KENNEALLY: SAM

MR. LONICH  That's SAM Exhi bit 7.

MR KENNEALLY: Ckay.

JUDCGE JULIUS: M. Kenneally?
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MR, KENNEALLY: Judge, | have no
objection to striking Exhibit 8, and I
appreci ate them pointing that out to us.

JUDCGE JULIUS: We'll go ahead and we'l|l
strike Finn Exhibit 8, since it's already SAM
Exhi bit 7 anyway.

M5. KREI NHEDER: Additionally, Your
Honor, Exhibit No. 108 has al ready been brought
into evidence in this matter. So it's
duplicati ve.

JUDCGE JULIUS: So that's already in
evi dence, you're saying?

MS. KREI NHEDER  Yes, Your Honor.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Any objection to
striking that as well?

MR, KENNEALLY: Not at all, Your Honor.

Could I just get for record —

JUDGE JULIUS: Yes.

MR, KENNEALLY: Coul d sonebody identify
for me what that is, just so | know?

MS. KREI NHEDER: Sorry.

MR, KENNEALLY: [|f counsel knows and |
don't nmean to delay. W can keep goi ng, and
they can let nme know | ater, too.

M5. KREI NHEDER: | believe NDASA
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brought this in a nunber of days ago. It's the
pre-hearing statenment fromthe prior scheduling
hearing for --

JUDGE JULIUS: Oh, yes.

MS. KREI NHEDER: ClI VEL.

JUDCGE JULIUS: The CIVEL pre-hearing,
yes. | recall this as well.

MR KENNEALLY: Ckay.

JUDGE JULIUS: We'll take a look at it
during the break and if it's not, we'll re-raise
that, but | believe that it is. So we'll strike
that as duplicative, with a caveat if it's not.

(Dr. Finn Exhibit 108 wi t hdrawn.)

M5. KREI NHEDER: And, Your Honor, as to
Exhibits 109 and 110, we object that Dr. Finn is
not the proper witness to lay the foundation for
these exhibits. They're statenents on behal f of
ot her W tnesses.

JUDGE JULIUS: M. Kenneally?

MR, KENNEALLY: Well, | would just
point out that in the pre-hearing order, |
believe at the end, the Court advised the
parties by virtue of the fact that they're
limted to only two witnesses to get those

affidavits needed to support their position.
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They are, | would say, self-authenticating by
virtue of the fact that they are signed. Dr.
Finn's testified that they're rel evant and
material to his testinony. 1'd ask at this tine
that they cone in subject to any cross-
exam nation and subject to Your Honor's
di scretion as to how much wei ght he' Il provide.

M5. KREI NHEDER:  Your Honor, we believe
these are hearsay and that the doctor has not
| aid the foundation as to how he received these
itenms and their foundation.

JUDGE JULIUS: Yes, nma'am kay,
regul ations do allow affidavits in
adm ni strative hearings and we did encourage the
subm ssion given the limted tinme for in-court
testimony. | aminclined to admt them and have
it go to weight with regard to the inability to
cross-exam ne and things like that, but | wll
go ahead and admt 109 and 110, and argunents as
to their weight can be nade.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
docunments marked as Dr. Finn’s Exhibit Nos. 109
and 110 were received into evidence.)

MS. KREI NHEDER:  Sure.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Any other objections?
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M5. KREI NHEDER: No nore objections.

JUDGE JULIUS: Ckay. So with the
exception of Finn Exhibits 108 and 8, 2 through
124 will be admtted, Dr. Finn exhibits, with
t he exception of 8 and 108. Now pl ease proceed,
M. Kenneally.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
docunents marked as Dr. Finn’s Exhibit Nos. 2
t hrough 124, except 8 and 108, were received
I nto evidence.)

MR. KENNEALLY: Thank you. Your Honor,
well, let me ask Dr. Finn a question. Dr. Finn,
I n preparing your testinony, did you cone up
with a denonstrative exhibit that was previously
mar ked Denonstrative Exhibit 125?

(Wher eupon, the docunent referred to
was marked as Dr. Finn’s Denonstrative Exhibit
No. 125, for identification.)

THE W TNESS. Yes.

BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q Gkay, and will that help you with your
testi nony here today?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay, and you're seeking to admt that

as a denonstrative exhibit at this time, is that
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correct?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. Your Honor, we provided the DEA
with that last night, unfortunately. It was
being finished, final touches being put on it.
We have provided it to your clerk, and | would
ask that be pulled up for display while Dr. Finn
Is testifying.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Any objection fromthe
gover nnent ?

M5. KREI NHEDER: No obj ecti on.

JUDGE JULIUS: Ckay, please proceed.

MR, KENNEALLY: Ckay.

JUDCGE JULIUS: And are you noving for
its adm ssion, or are you just asking to display
it?

MR, KENNEALLY: | will nove for its
adm ssion at the end, but only for purposes of
denonstrati on.

JUDGE JULIUS: | see.

MR, KENNEALLY: And only for the
record, so that the record is clear into
whoever's follow ng. kay.

JUDGE JULI US: Under st ood.

MR. KENNEALLY: Thank you.
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JUDGE JULIUS: Just wanted to nmake sure
| wasn't failing to rule on sonething.

MR, KENNEALLY: Ckay. Doctor, as a
physician and a researcher who's witten
nunmerous articles and the definitive treatise on
cannabi s in medicine, do you know what an
evi dence hierarchy is?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q And what is that?

A Well, when you' re | ooking at the GRADE
system which is an acronym and you | ook at the
best quality studies, you're |ooking at
random zed control |l ed studies at the highest
gquality and observational studies at the | owest
quality.

Q Ckay, what about neta-analysis and
systematic reviews? Were do those stand?

A Those are very high quality.

Q Ckay. Has this been form-- has this
evi dence hi erarchy been formalized into any sort
of scientific systemthat's recogni zed by peopl e
in your field?

A Yes.

Q Tell me about that.
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A Like CDC and AHRQ utilize the GRADE
system and | think it's kind of the standard to
| ook at studies based on their design, et cetera
and kind of rank themin terns of are they good
quality studies or are they |low quality or
noder at e st udy.

Q And then, just for the record, this
GRADE system is that what you were referring to
in ternms of the formalization of this evidence
hi erarchy?

A Yes.

Q Ckay, and neta-anal ysis and systenatic

reviews are at the top?

A  Yes.

Q RCTs?

A Correct.

Q (Qoservational studies?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay, and then below that, is there,

i ke, case studies or --

A Personal anecdote stories.

Q Yeah. Al right, now under the CAMJ
test the FDA considered whether there's
W despread current experience wth nedical use

of marijuana in the United States by |icensed
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HCPs and concl uded that there was. Let's start
with the nedical use part, okay? Does the way
I n which marijuana is prescribed through the
state progranms, in your opinion, do you consider
that to be nedical use?

A No.

Q Tell us why.

A You know, | speak at a |ot of
organi zations. | nmean, |'ve recently spoken to
Stanford University for the third year in a row,
UCLA, VA Medical Center, NMD Anderson Cancer
Center, Mayo dinic Jacksonville, Texas Pain
Society for at |east the past 10 years. In ny
interaction with ny coll eagues, they sinply
don't know the evidence. | nean, why would they
keep bringing ne back to hear nore about the
literature and the data? Because it does
change. | nean, the | andscape changes on a
daily basis. | read between one and three
articles a day in this space, and it's just
constantly changing and evolving. So | try to
keep up with the nedical literature, but when it
comes to reconmmendati on, not a prescription
necessarily, for nedical marijuana, ny

col | eagues really have no idea.
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Q Ckay, what about dosing? Like, is it
dosed in a way that you woul d consi der nedi cal
use?

A No. Wen you wite a prescription, for
exanpl e, you have to have the drug nane, the
dose in mlligramor mcrogram You have to
wite take it once a day, three tines a day, and
you di spense a certain nunber of tablets or
capsul es or what have you with a nunber of
refills or whatever. Depending on its current
control, you mght have to, |like a Schedule 1|1
subst ance, for exanple, you can only give one
month's supply at a tine. So you have to be
cogni zant of any nedication you're witing a
prescription for. Wen it conmes to
recomendati on of marijuana, there are no dosing
gui delines. There are no safety studi es.
There's no know edge across ny field, in
particular, on its utility.

Q Wiy is that a problenf

A Because patients are using things that
m ght be harnful to themand | think that could
be a probl em because there's an adverse event
that a patient is using, | think the physicians

really need to be able to counsel their patients
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on what they're using.

For exanple, a patient conmes to ne and
says, well, | drink a fifth of whiskey a night
for my pain. | have to counsel that patient on
why that's not good for them |f they say,
wel |, I'"msnoking cigarettes to ease ny anxiety,
| have to counsel that patient on why that's not
good for them | did publish a paper in the
Journal of Legal Medicine trying to have these
conversations with patients because, again, ny
col l eagues not only in the pain field but across
the board in oncol ogy and prinmary care, they
just sinply don't know what they're up agai nst
i n case they make a bad reconmendati on.

Q \Wat about a treating relationship? Do
you see that with these |icenses or these
certifications?

A Oh, absolutely. | nean, as a
regi stered nedical marijuana patient in the
State of Colorado, | really needed to have, and
by | aw and by Constitution, what woul d be
descri bed as a bona fide doctor-patient
relationship. Al of ny patients, nyself
I ncl uded, cannot tell nme who their recomendi ng

physician was. | can't tell you who that was.
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My nmedi cal records, by law, are required to be
kept and avail abl e, and when | requested ny
medi cal records on ne, they don't exist.

Q Ckay.

A So this is sonewhat of a ruse where the
recomrendi ng physicians are not followi ng state
guidelines in ternms of doctor-patient
rel ati onshi ps and nmi ntai ni ng nedi cal records.

Q \Wat about safeguards with regard to
sone of the things that you woul d ot herw se get
with an FDA prescription? Are those present?

A No.

Q Tell us about that.

A  Wll, inthe states that, |ike, for
opi oids, for exanple, is that what you're
t al ki ng about ?

Q Well, I"'mjust tal king about sone of
the things that would go along wth a
prescription. |Is there an insert? Are there
ot her things that could advise a patient with
respect to patient safety that make it nore
medi cal as opposed to what's going on with the
marijuana |licenses as well as the
certifications?

A  Yeah, there's no package insert with
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medi cal marijuana products. There's no --

Q Wiy do you need a package insert? Wy
I's that inportant?

A Wll, you have to describe warnings and
precautions. You have to understand drug
I nteractions, et cetera. For exanple, | can
tell you not one person in this room probably
knows that CBD has 722 drug interactions and not
very few people in this room probably understand
t hat Epi di ol ex, which is FDA-approved CBD,
whi ch, by the way, the people that got that
nmedi cation, Epidiolex, through the FDA wote ny
chapter on seizure. It's a very dense chapter,
ki nd of a snoozer, but that being said, we know
that if you go to the Epidiolex website and you
| ook at warnings and precautions, the first
thing you're going to see is hepatocell ul ar
injury or liver danmage. You're going to see
sui ci dal ideation and behavior, and you're going
to see sedation and somol ence. | nean, |'ve
had patients cone to ne, a little old lady with
osteoarthritis of her knee that's taking
I buprofen and wants to take her CBD products,
and | have to counsel that patient that that's

not good for her because she is at higher risk
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of developing a liver problem And if anybody
that's taking CBD that nay have a significant
drug interaction, that's a noderate drug

I nteraction, you have to follow their liver
functions by lab, and | can tell you not one
doctor | talked to knows this, and so that's why
| do what | do, is to educate them

Q Ckay.

A | have had a patient that had a
famlial bleeding disorder and was on chronic
war farin therapy, which, by the way, is plant-
based, and was stable with sonething called an
I NR or international normalized ratio, which
kind of gives you the level of howthin their
bl ood is and he was stable, about 2.8, 3.0 is
ki nd of where he wanted to be. Then he gobbl ed
up a bunch of CBD products, had a coughi ng
epi sode, ended up wwth what's called a
retroperitoneal hematonma and a | unbar pl exus
injury, and his INRwas 7.9, which is very, very
thin blood. He was at risk for a fatal G bl eed
or a fatal henorrhagic stroke. That's why |
continue to do what | do because ny coll eagues
in pain and ny col |l eagues i n general nedicine

just don't know this stuff.
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Q Ckay. So then the -- if we can go --
you -- you threw a | ot at us there.

A Sorry.

Q Solet nme try to go back and see if we
can sunmarize it. Part of appropriate nedical
prescribing, is it fair to say, Doctor, involves
these FDA inserts that provide certain warnings
as well as warn of contraindications, things of
that nature? |Is that fair to say?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. Doctor, let ne step back and
just ask you a nore general question with regard
to chronic pain. This notion of the idea that
marijuana can sort of treat chronic pain wit
| arge, how many different causes of chronic pain
are there?

A  Wll, that's kind of one of ny concern.

Chronic pain is a huge beast, and it's kind of
a big unbrella, and under pain in general, you
have different kinds of pain. You have
neur opat hic pain. You have nuscul oskel et al
pain. You have psychogeni c pain, pelvic pain,
| umbar radicul ar pain, cervical radicular pain.

You have --

Q And is it plausible to treat all of
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those different conditions with one type of
nmedi cation or one type of treatnent?

A There is no magic bullet. Medications
that are approved by the FDA for neuropathic
pain, for exanple, are not going to help
sonebody that has axial |unbar or | ow back pain
and vice versa. The nedications designed, |ike
anti-inflammtories and opioids, that m ght help
sonebody with a chronic back issue are not going
to hel p sonebody with neuropathic pain. There's
not one magi c bullet for pain.

Q Ckay. Doctor, I'mreferring you to
your Exhibit 125, and could we kindly go to
slide 2, please? Doctor, can you see that?

A Alittle bit.

Q Oh, do you need -- you got your readers
on?

A | do. | have ny -- yeah, you know --

Q Does that hel p?

A You hit that age, and you're liKke,
okay, got to start using the readers.

Q Can you see that now, Doctor?

A Yes, sir,

Q Ckay. Judge, for the record, this is
slide 2 of Exhibit 125. Doctor, what are we
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| ooki ng at here?

A W're |looking at the nunber of
physi ci ans that are maki ng recommendations in
the state of New York, Florida, and Col orado.

Q And what are those?

A Very |ow nunbers, 3.4 percent of
physi cians participating in the state nedi cal
programin New York. Only 3.6 percent of
physi cians providing direct patient care are
approved to order nedical marijuana. And in
Col orado, where |I spent 30 years of ny career,
under 2 percent of all |icensed physicians are
currently certified to issue nedical marijuana
recomendat i ons.

Q Ckay. Could we go to slide 3, please,
of Dr. Finn's Exhibit 125? Doctor, what are we
| ooki ng at here?

A Again, |looking at different states:

Col orado, Florida, and Oregon. A very snall
nunber of |icensed physicians in the state of
Col orado, three for exanple, made nore than one-
fourth of the recomendations in 2022, and about
four percent of all of the physicians in the
state even nade one recomendation. And |

personal |l y have nmade recomendati ons for ny
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patients in the past until | started seeing them
conme back with adverse events, and then |
| ear ned nore about the marijuana and the pl ant
and | stopped maki ng those reconmendati ons.

In Florida, 88 percent of all the
nmedi cal certifications were issued by 21 percent
of the qualified physicians. And in Oregon, for
exanpl e, nine doctors approved nore than half of
all the patients in the state nedical marijuana
program

Q Ckay, were you practicing through the
opi oi d epi dem c?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. Do you see simlarities
bet ween the practice and prescribing patterns of
the opioid epidem c and nedi cal cannabi s?

A Yes.

Q Tell us what those are.

A For exanple, if you ook at the State
of Col orado when three doctors make a fourth of
all the recommendations, it's sonewhat
rem ni scent of the pill mlls of yesteryear. M
per sonal exanple, ny physician wouldn't take
care of nme. She sol e purpose was to nake

medi cal marijuana recomendati ons and not foll ow
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up with the patient, not discuss other normal
t hi ngs that physicians have with their patients.

Q Ckay. Wiy was the opioid epidemc so
easy to see that it was happeni ng?

A Wll, in the beginning, it wasn't easy
to see. | think sonme of the pharnmaceuti cal
conpani es |i ke Purdue Pharma were nmarketing to
physi ci ans, hey, we have this new drug,
OxyContin, it doesn't -- you know, |ow risk of
overdose, |low risk of addiction, and the
physi ci ans bought off on it. And | think it
kind of crept up on the physicians, and it
becane a huge problem | nean the opioid
epi dem ¢ has been a scourge.

Q In your experience dealing with your
pain patients using marijuana, are they aware of
t he associ ati on between the nmarijuana that
they're using and sone of the nental health
downsi des that we're going to tal k about?

A No.

Q Gkay. In your experience as a
practitioner, as well as your experience as a
patient, do the dispensaries thensel ves warn
users of the potential nental health dangers?

A No.
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Q Al right, are you concerned about a

grow ng epidenmic with respect to marijuana?

A  Yes.
Q Wy?
A For nmultiple reasons, | think the

breadt h, scope, and depth of the inpacts of
cannabi s are nuch greater than the breadth,
dept h, and scope of sone of the other |egal
subst ances that we've done a horrible job wth.

Q Mmhmm

A You know, for exanple, and it's
I nportant to understand that not everybody that
uses nmarijuana is going to have a problem just
i ke not everybody that has a beer is going to
get in a car crash or becone an al coholic, or
not everybody that snokes a cigarette is going
to get lung cancer or have addiction or not
everybody that uses an opioid is going to
overdose and die. | think the sane argunent
applies to marijuana. But what |'ve | earned
over the years is that the things that are

happening in our communities, kind of, you know,

under the nose of and banner of |egalization, is

that there's a I ot of harm happeni ng, and

nobody's paying attention to this.
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Q Ckay. Could we go to slide 4, please?
Al right. Doctor, what's the International
Associ ation for the Study of Pain?

A The IASP is probably the | argest pain
organi zation on the planet. They did a nice
paper several years ago. | nean, | think the
Presidential statenent showed that due to |ack
of high-quality clinical evidence, they do not
endorse the general use of cannabis or
cannabi noids for pain relief.

Q Howdid they arrive at that concl usion?

A |If you go to their website and their
position statenent, you can | ook and see there
were actually 13 articles published under that
Presidential statenent, and under those 13
articles, there were dozens of worl d-renowned
researchers that were |ooking at this at
different angles. And at the end of the day,

t hey concluded there's no good evidence that it
wor ks for chronic pain.

Q Al right. Wuat's the British Pain
Soci ety?

A Very simlar, nore narrow based in
England or -- or Britain. And they |ooked at

the sane data, and they conclude that there's no
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evi dence to support the routine use of cannabis
i n pai n managenent .

Q Is that an authoritative and revered
organi zati on when it cones to pain and nedicine?

A Yes.

Q Could we please go to slide 5 for the
record? Doctor, what's the U S. Departnent of
Veterans Affairs?

A That's a federal organization that kind
of falls where the mlitary get their
heal t hcare, |like the VHA, et cetera.

Q Ckay. And is this an authoritative
organi zati on on veterans nedi cal issues?

A  Yes.

Q Al right, and what's their position
with regard to marijuana and pai n?

A There was no conclusive information
about the benefits of cannabis in chronic pain
or PTSD popul ati ons.

Q Al right. Doctor, are you famliar
with the U S. Association for the Study of Pain,
the American Chronic Pain Association, the
Aneri can Headache Association, and the Anmerican
Society of International Pain Physicians?

A Yes.
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Q Are you famliar wth NANS?

A Yes.

Q Wat is that? | asked you that because
| couldn't renenber.

A | know, thanks. Thank you. It's the |
think it's the Neuronodul ati on Soci ety.

Q Right. kay.

A National Acadeny of Neuronodul ation
Soci et y.

Q Al right. And what do all these
or gani zati ons have in comobn?

A They don't have a position on the use
of cannabis in pain.

Q Ckay, and are all of these
authoritative and revered organi zati ons when it
cones to the practice of pain and nedi ci ne?

A Yes.

Q Al right. Could we go to slide 6,
pl ease? Al right. This is the citation for
the HHS report that's at issue here, and did you
have an opportunity to read that report?

A Yes. It was pretty dense.

Q Gkay. And was there a study fromthe
Uni versity of Florida in the report with respect

to pain?
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A  Yes.

Q Al right. And was that study
general ly available to people like you to
revi ew?

A No.

Q Al right. Wy not?

A It was not published in any peer-
reviewed journals. | couldn't tell you who the

primary investigator or author was.

Q (Ckay.
A It was not available. | can't conpare
It to or reproduce the study effects. It's just

-- it's a big question mark in ny m nd.

Q D d you review the studies and the
sections dealing with the systematic reviews of
HHS and the University of Florida when it cones
to their analysis of the literature on pain?

A  Yes.

Q Al right. And did you find either of

t hese studi es credibl e?

A No.
Q Tell us why.
A Well, | think they reviewed 27

random zed controlled trial, 18 of them showed

no benefit, 1 of themactually showed worsening.
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So two-thirds of the studies they | ooked at
showed no benefit in pain.

Q Ckay. Doctor, when it cones to these
studi es, how did the actual drug that was
adm nistered differ fromthe products on the
shel ves at a di spensary?

A Wll, they didn't really use the
di spensary products that they were eval uating
and the studies were | ow nunber, short duration.

The product potency was so nuch | ower than
what's avail able in the dispensaries.

Q Ckay. Doctor, the HHS study concl uded
that the evidence for pain was m xed and
i nconclusive. |In the field of pain nedicine,
does m xed and i nconcl usive equate with
credi bl e?

A No.

Q D d you review the sections on anorexia
as well as nausea?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay, and you reviewed the literature
that was reviewed as part of the systematic
reviews of both HHS as well as the University of
Florida, correct?

A Correct.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com

1625




© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N DN N D DD P P P PP P P PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

1626

Q GCay. D dyou find either of those
st udi es convi nci ng?

A No.

Q Tell us why.

A  Wll, | believe inthe -- | want to say
-- the anorexia piece, they -- they | ooked at
six studies and they threw three of them out due
to high risk of bias. In the, anorexia studies,
they actually tried to | ook at over 4, 000
studies and were able to narrow it down to three
and those were terribly weak. | think one study
| recall involved only seven patients using
products that aren't even available in the U S.

Q Ckay. Could we go to slide 7, please?

Thank you. Al right. Doctor, on the right
side of your screen, what are we | ooking at?

A This is the NAS position on cannabis
and pai n.

Q And for the record, NAS, you're
referring to the National Acadeny of Sciences,
their 2017 systematic revi ew and net a-anal ysi s?

A Yes, sir.

Q Gkay. And the highlighted section,
could you read that, please?

A  For the purposes of this discussion,
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the primary source of information for the effect
of cannabi noi ds on chronic pain was reviewed by
Wiiting et al., 2015.

Q GCay. So it looks like they were
primarily, for their analysis, relying on
anot her study, Whiting. |Is that correct?

A Yes. They heavily | eaned on Penny
Whiting, it's not Peter Witing, it's Penny
Whiting in her 2015 paper.

Q Oh, okay. And did you have the
opportunity to | ook at that Witing paper?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. Tell us about the Witing paper,
pl ease.

A The Wiiting paper concluded that there
was noderate evidence for the use of
cannabi noids in chronic pain. However, the
devil was in the details, and if you | ook at
that, nost of the diagnoses were unconmmobn or
| ess common in the world of pain. Nunber two,
they were using products that were already FDA
approved or not available in the U S., and they
only |l ooked at a very small nunber of studies
that were using what people are consumng in the

di spensary products.
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Q Well, how many RCTs were they able to
identify that they wanted to include in the
st udy?

A 28.

Q Ckay. And of those 28, how nany tested
products with THC concentrations |ike those
bei ng sold at dispensaries?

A None.

Q Gay. And of those, how many found
that marijuana was effective at treating pain?

A Very few

Q GCkay. And of those 28, how many
I nvol ved snoked cannabi s?

A Four .

Q Gkay. And of those four, how many
found that marijuana was effective at treating
pai n?

A One.

Q Tell us about that study.

A That was the Abrans study from 2007,
whi ch had sone intrinsic weaknesses. Wen
you' re tal king about chronic pain, by
definition, it's sonebody who has had pain nore
than three nonths. And the products they were

usi ng were about 3.5 percent THC. It was an
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I npatient study, so very, very controlled and
not real-world utilization of product. And they
had three puffs a day for five days.

Q Ckay, and -

A And that's what they were hanging their
hat on for the use of pain.

Q And in the Abrans study, what were the
subj ects being treated for?

A A very narrow pain diagnosis called
Hl V- associ at ed peri pheral neuropat hy.

Q Al right. And, Doctor, in your
decades of experience how many tinmes have you
treated a patient for that condition?

A One.

Q Can we go to slide nine? Doctor,
what's this article?

A This is nice neta-analysis systematic
review of all the data published by M chael Hsu
and Kevin H 1l from Harvard, |ooking at the
t herapeutic use of cannabis and cannabi noi ds
publ i shed | ess than a year ago.

Q GCkay. What were the findings wth
respect to pain?

A  Wll, | think in respect to pain --

well, in total, | think they identified over
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2,000 articles, and they admtted, | think, over
about 125, 126 articles. At the end of the day,
they found that cannabis and cannabi noids really
aren't helping the conditions that it's
supposedl y supposed to help for.

Q Gkay. Wiy do you regard this study as
authoritative or credible?

A Nunber one, it was the nost recent
conprehensive review of the literature, and they
t ook everything into consideration, and they
found very small benefits in certain conditions
and again did not support the use for cannabis
or cannabi noids in chronic pain.

Q Next slide, please. For the record,
this is slide 10. Doctor, what are we | ooking
at here?

A  W're looking at the Colorado State
Medi cal Marijuana Registry and reported nedi cal
condi ti ons.

Q Wy is this inportant?

A Again, you can see that -- well -- and
this data changes over tine, and you can go to
the registry website at any tinme. But the vast
majority of patients that are bei ng recommended

for the use of cannabis is severe pain. And
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again, in ny personal experience, | was approved
for severe pain even though I did not have
severe pain. Interestingly, one of the
qual i fyi ng nmedical conditions was the use of
cannabis in lieu of opioid which, again, | think
m ght be inportant, and it was kind of a
m dni ght nove by the state of Col orado during
the holidays several years ago. | do a |lot of
work with the Col orado Departnent of Public
Heal th and Environnent, and they do a very good
j ob at publishing data and i nformation, but you
have to go ook for it. They don't publicize
it.

W asked the state, both the Medi cal
Marij uana Regi stry and CDPHE, which is the
Col orado Departnent of Public Health and
Environnment, to do the right study and say,
wel |, ook, you're having nore patients that are
using marijuana in |lieu of opioid for severe
pain. Let's cross-reference those patients to
the PDVMP, the Prescription Drug Monitoring
Program And in fact, are people falling off of
t he PDMP and mai nt ai ni ng/ becom ng a marijuana
patient on the registry? And they wouldn't |et
us do that. | think that's very inportant
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research to do to prove are these people really
substituting their opioids with marijuana or
not, and they won't let us do that research.

Q Ckay.

A Despite, you know, saying we'll do |IRB
review and, you know, keep patient
confidentiality and all the other business.

Q Next slide, please. Judge, for the
record, this is slide 11. Doctor, there's five
studies: Shover et al. 2019, Alser et al. 2020,
Segura et al. 2021, Barnes et al. 2022, and
Mat hur et al. 2023. Now, Doctor, in your
opi nion, can marijuana serve as a substitution
t herapy for opioids?

A That's a convoluted answer |'mgoing to
give you. | nean, | may sound like a nihilist,
but | honestly believe that there are conponents
of the plant that may have benefit. So |I'm not
a nihilist. Wen you | ook at the basic science,
yes, there are anti-nociceptive or pain-
relieving qualities to the plant, but when you
translate that into real-world dispensary
cannabi s people are using, it falls conpletely
flat.

Q Ckay.
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A | think opioid overdoses thrived under
t he banner of |egalization.

Q Ckay. How do the studies before you
here informyour view as to whether or not
marijuana can serve as an effective opioid
Substitution?

A It doesn't seemto inpact as a good
opi oid substitute and actually nmay have been
contributing to the opioid epidemc.

Q Gkay. And could you wal k us through
sone of these studies and their findings to
explain that?

A  Wll, | think the Shover study was very
good. | think it was Chel sea Shover and Keith
Hunphreys from Stanford that were | ooking at the
Bachhuber study from 2014. They used the sane
nmet hodol ogy. | nean, there were sone intrinsic
weaknesses to nost studies, |like they all do.
You can poke holes in nost studies. But what
they | ooked at, the Bachhuber study said, Well,
| ook, we have this nedical nmarijuana and our
opi oi d overdoses are down. And then Keith
Hunmphreys and Chel sea Shover used the sane exact
nmet hodol ogy and denonstrated, well, no, that's

not really the case, and actually the opioid
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overdose deat hs have increased nearly 23
percent, not declined.

The same with the Al ocer study | ooking
at the overdose death rates have gone up in
Col orado. The Segura study | ooking at state
medi cal cannabis laws in the U S. showed the
sane thing. Qur study that we did Archie Bl eyer
was a pediatric radiation oncologist at M
Ander son Cancer Center --

Q And for the record, that's -- it says
Exhibit 126 on, but it should be Exhibit 124. |
apol ogi ze, Your Honor. Just for the record.
|'"msorry, Dr. Finn, please go ahead.

A Yes. Archie Bleyer is a practicing
pedi atric radiation oncologist originally from
MD Anderson Cancer Center but now practices at
the University of Oregon Health Science Center.

This study, it has its intrinsic weaknesses.

It was an ecol ogi cal study, falls under the sane
fallacy as the Bachhuber and the Chel sea Shover
study. But we were trying to nerely denonstrate
and descri be the fentanyl and opioid overdose
nortality in states that were | egalizing for

nmedi cal and recreational purposes conpared to

those states that were not, and | think the
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graphic is sonmewhat telling.

Q Gay. Can we go to the next slide,
pl ease? For the record, Your Honor, this is
Exhi bit 12. Doctor, what are we | ooking at
her e?

A W're looking at the overdose deaths in
the state of Arizona as of June 7 of this year.

Q And what does this tell us?

A That the overdose death rates are not
falling off as expected under the banner of
| egal i zati on.

Q Gkay. And you practice in Arizona?

A  Yes.

Q Okay. Next slide, please. Doctor,
pl ease tell us about this slide. For the
record, this is slide 13.

A This is also the Colorado data on drug
overdose deaths as of June 7, 2026.

Q And what does this show us?

A That the death rates -- the overdose
death rates -- have increased.

Q Ckay. Could we go to slide 14, please?

Doctor, tell us about this.
A | like this slide because it can be

pretty -- it can explain a lot. And again, if
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you go back to the year 2000 when we voted on
Amendnent 20 where we | egalized for nedical
pur poses - -

Q And this is Colorado that you're
t al ki ng about ?

A This is the State of Colorado, and this
comes fromthe Col orado Departnent of Public
Heal t h and Environnent.

Q Ckay.

A So, we legalized for nedical use in the
year 2000, and we inplenented the programin
2001. And as you can see, the drug overdose
deaths were fairly flat until around 2009 where
they started to increase, and then we voted to
| egalize for recreational purposes in 2012,

i npl emented in 2014. That's when | spent tine
on the governor's task force. And then right
before COVID, it actually |looks |Iike the COVID
curve -- we've had a significant spike in
overdose deaths driven predom nantly by
fentanyl. But you can see sone of the other
drugs that play well in the sandbox, I|ike
stinmul ants, |ike cocai ne and net hanphet am ne,
al so increase. And | think heroin,

interestingly, as cheap and readily avail abl e as
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it is, kind of remained flat. | think that has
been repl aced by the fentanyl oids.

Q Okay. Next slide, please. For the
record, this is slide 15. Doctor, this is
anot her graph entitled Drug Overdose Deat hs by
Category of Specific Drug Invol venent, Col orado
Resi dents 2010 to 2025. Wiy do you think this
slide's inportant?

A | think it's inportant because it's the
nost recent data. Again, | only got this
graphi c probably a nonth ago because that's when
they finalized the data. As you can see, this
goes back to the prior slide where things
started to change, and they actually had to
conpress the data or the graph to fit it on a
screen because the death rates got so bad,
especially during COVID. Between ‘23 and ‘24,
we were hopeful that we're turning the corner.
The overdose deaths started to decline, but
unfortunately, we had another spike in the
overdose death rates for opioids, stinulants,

i ke cocai ne and net hanphet am ne.
Interestingly, there's been a notation of the
presence of cannabis in Col orado's overdose

deat h dat a. | don't know what to make of it.
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Peopl e are not overdosing and they don't die
they don't stop breathi ng when they use
cannabis, and nore likely than not, it's a
conpani on drug. But again, these drugs tend to
play well in the sandbox. And I've tried to

work with the state CDPHE and the state coroners

to try to tease this apart. |Is this synthetic
THC? 1s it dispensary cannabis? | guess we
don't know, but | call it cannabis creep. It's

kind of starting to creep into the overdose
data, and there's not a lot of states that are
tracking this information. That's very
concer ni ng.

Q Ckay. So Doctor, based on your
practice and experience, both in Col orado as
well as Arizona, as well as based on your review
of the literature, do you find any credible or
convi nci ng evidence that marijuana use has
reduced opioid or other overdose nortality?

A It has not.

Q Can we go to slide 16? Doctor, here's
one |last slide. It looks like it is entitled
Joi nt Point Average Annual Percent Change (AAPC)
Anal ysi s of Annual Al Opioid and Fentanyls
Overdose Deaths 1999 to 2023. Could you wal k us
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through this slide as well, please?

A Yes, Archie Bleyer gave ne perm ssion
to use this slide, and --

Q Wwo is Archie Bleyer?

A Archie Bleyer was the prinary
I nvestigator in our paper --

Q Ckay.

A That we tal ked about earlier. Looking
at a graphic of two states that went down this
road early on, Oregon and Col orado, conpared to
the states that were non-legalizing at the tine
of this graphic of 2021. | think the disparity
bet ween those states that were | egalizing and
non-legalizing is pretty striking. You can see
that the states that were |legalizing had a
significant rise in the fentanyl overdose
conpared to those states that were not.

Q GCkay. Can we go to 17, please?

JUDGE JULIUS: Can | get clarification
on what you nean by legalizing in that context?

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JULI US: What was | egalized?

THE WTNESS: Can you go back to that
slide?

JUDGE JULI US: Yeah.
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MR. KENNEALLY: Can we? Yes. So for
the record, Judge, we're back on 16.

THE WTNESS: So back on 16, you can
see in Oegon and Col orado, in 2001 in Oregon
and around 2001 in Col orado, we |egalized for
nmedi cal purposes. Then further down the road in
2014-15, Colorado legalized for recreational,
and Oregon went down that pathway a few years
later. And after those things happened, the
fentanyl death rates spiked.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. KENNEALLY: Slide 17, please. All
right, Doctor, this has two studies, Exhibit 111
and 112, one by Jack W/ son and one by Mark
O sen. Could you wal k us through those studies
and what the findings were?

THE WTNESS: Well, those studies were
-- | think Mark's study was ol der, the 2018, and
they both cane to the sanme concl usion that
peopl e that use cannabis may be nore likely to
devel op opi oid use disorder and opioid m suse.
The thing | 1ike about Mark O fson's study, kind
of a doubl e-edged sword, was that he went back
to the year 2000. There were two waves he

| ooked at, you know, 2000-2002, 2003-2004, so
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like a three-year gap between. And what he
found is that cannabis users were nore likely to
devel op opi oid use disorder or msuse their
opi oi ds.

The concerning factor | have regarding
that study is the fact that those products, the
potency was so nuch | ower than the products that
are available today. | would love to see if we
can duplicate that study. But Jack WIlson's
study kind of canme to the sane concl usi on.
Peopl e that start using cannabis have a hi gher
ri sk of devel opi ng opioid use disorder and
opioid msuse. | think it boils down to the
basi c science, the interaction between the
opi oi d and cannabi noid systens are very tight
which | can explain later if you' re interested.

BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q And when it cones to the YRBS data, was
that data that was used in the HHS report?

A No, not that I'm aware of.

Q GCkay. Wwll, what does that data show
W th respect to adol escent m suse of opioids?

A This is the Youth R sk Behavi or Survey
data from 2020 show ng that the nunber one risk

factor for an adol escent to m suse opioids was
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havi ng ever used marijuana in their lifetine.
And that's concerning, | mean, obviously kids
they drink al cohol, they snoke cigarettes, they
vape nicotine, et cetera, and they're going to
get their hands on anything adults are.

Q So, Doctor, could you make a stronger
case that marijuana use actually causes opioid
use as opposed to substitutes for it?

A | don't knowif I'd go as far as saying
that it causes opioid use, but the data's
showi ng that the can -- and like | said, not
everybody that uses nmarijuana is going to
devel op an opioid use disorder. | think that's
been very clear. But the data shows that people
that are using marijuana have a higher risk of
devel opi ng opi oid use disorder or msuse their
opi oi ds.

There was a very good paper that cane
out fromthe American Acadeny of Pediatrics,
which | was very surprised at. | can't renenber
the year. | want to say it was around 2020 t hat
cannabi s, particularly in the early onset users,
has a hi gher addictive potential than opioids in
the sane age group. | was very surprised about

that. |If you delay onset of use to later -- and
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we're tal king about 12 to 17 years of age --
they had a very simlar addiction rate about one
year, about seven percent. But if you | ook
three years down the road, three years seens to
be the nunber that people |ook at, the early
onset cannabis users had a hi gher addiction rate
than their opioid early onset users.

Q Wwll, that's a good question. So based
on your review of the literature and based on
your experience, tell us about the addictive
properties and qualities of marijuana,
especially as conpared to other drugs |ike
ni coti ne and opi oi ds.

A  Well, | think we're in uncharted waters
because | think the science is only starting to
catch up with the industry. | nean, these
products in the market that are pushing, you
know, anywhere fromthe flower nowadays, the
average about 17 to 20 percent when back in the
“70s or ‘80s was maybe 2 to 4, maybe 8 percent.

So nmuch stronger products now. But now if you
get into the world of wax, dabs, and ecshatter,
you' re tal king about products that are pushing
80, 85, 90, sonetines claimng 100 percent THC.

And we're noticing that the problens associ at ed
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wth themwe're just starting to figure it out.
So we don't know what the |ong-term probl ens
are going to actually be.

Q GCay. Can we go to the next slide,
pl ease? That would be slide 18 for the record.

Al right. W have a bulwark of studies here,
and | don't want to spend too much tine with it,
but it's Exhibit 12, 17, 25, 28, 30, and 32.
Doctor, could you wal k us through the findings
of these studies, please?

A  Well, | think it's inportant to
understand that the primary target organ in the
worl d of cannabis is the brain. You know, based
on the product itself, it's fat-soluble; the
brain is a fatty organ, and the target of
cannabis is the brain. And when you're | ooking
at these particular studies on psychosis, what's
starting to be very clear is that people that
are using cannabis either daily or near daily or
hi gh potency are showi ng an increased risk of
psychosi s and schi zophreni a.

Q Ckay. And next slide, please. Judge,
for the record, this is 19. Doctor, this is the
Carsten -- and | have a very difficult tine with

this last nanme, but I'll try it, Horthg] study
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cal |l ed Associ ati on Between Marijuana Use

Di sorder and Schi zophrenia Stronger in Young
Mal es than in Fermal es. Doctor, why is this an
I nportant study to highlight?

JUDCGE JULIUS: Hold on. Do we have an
obj ecti on?

M5. KREI NHEDER: (bj ection, Your Honor.

Thi s expert has been offered as an expert in
pai n managenent and not in psychiatry. W think
this is outside the scope of his expertise.

JUDCGE JULIUS: M. Kenneally?

MR. KENNEALLY: He's been offered as an
expert, he's been tendered as an expert in pain
nmedi cine as well as the effects of marijuana on
public health. Psychosis has an effect on
public health. | think it's directly in line
with his testinony.

M5. KREINHEDER: But this is an issue
of nmental health specifically, not public
heal t h.

JUDGE JULIUS: I'Il overrule the
objection. It can go to weight. Please
continue. Also, he's been testifying for a
little over an hour. |If you want to find a good

pl ace to pause, and we can take our break.
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MR, KENNEALLY: You got it.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you.

MR, KENNEALLY: Doctor, why is this an
I nportant study for the judge to be aware of ?

THE WTNESS: Before | answer that
question, | want it known that | amcertified in
cannabis science with the University of Col orado
Phar macol ogy Departnent. Nunber two, | speak to
psychiatrists. |'ve spoken to the Anerican

Soci ety of Addiction Medicine several years ago

in Denver. | can tell you |l didn't -- this was
not a career choice. | know nore than the
average bear. | know nore than a |ot of

psychiatrists, so | think I can speak to the
mental health i npacts of cannabis froma public
heal t h perspective and angl e.

BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q Thank you for that, Doctor. Now
turning your attention back to slide No. 19,
tell the judge about this study and why it's so
i nportant.

A This was a Danish study. It was 6
m | lion Dani sh people over 50 years, and they
concluded that in the world of schizophrenia,

about 30 percent of those patients that had
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schi zophreni a may have averted the diagnosis if
they averted their cannabis use disorder.

Q Solet -- nearly a third of the nen
coul d have avoi ded devel opi ng schi zophreni a at
all had they not used cannabis?

A Correct. And it's inportant to
understand that the rates of schizophrenia
didn't go up. The associ ation between use of
cannabi s and schi zophreni a went up.

Q Doctor, why is this a credible study?
Very | ong duration, huge nunbers.

What ki nd of nunbers?
6, 000, 000.

O >» O >

Can we go to the next slide, please?
Doctor, this is another inportant study that you
want ed the judge to know about. Could you tell
us about that, please? For the record, this is
slide 20, Exhibit 24.

A Yes. This is an inportant slide just
because it kind of outlines the neurobiol ogy of
cannabi s and the devel opnent of cannabi s use
di sorder and psychosis. |It's very science-vy,
very science-driven, but | think that's
i nportant for nedical providers to know the

sci ence when they're tal ki ng about things |ike
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psychosi s or use disorder.

Q Okay. Next slide, please -- well, if
we coul d back up just one. | apologize. Now,
Doctor, are you aware of this distinction
bet ween causati on and correl ation?

A  Yes.

Q ay. And with regard to clinical
studies, like, can one clinical study ever show
causati on?

A \Wen you're tal king about -- are you
referring to psychosis in particular, or are you
tal ki ng about in general ?

Q Psychosis in particular.

A Wll, that's a difficult question to
answer because a |lot of the data show a very
strong correlation. But if you go back to the
Bradford H Il criteria, which was the criteria
t hat connected nicotine and tobacco to |ung
cancer, there are certain criteria that you have
to fulfill in order to cone to the concl usion
there's a causal relationship. | think Marta Di
Forti’s paper here kind of outlined that that
causal relationship is probably there.

There's a paper that Christine Ml ler

and the Dani sh researcher published several
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years ago using the Bradford H Il criteria, and
were able to denonstrate a causal relationship
bet ween cannabi s use and psychosi s.

Q Doctor, in your opinion, is there a
causal relationship?

A  Yes.

Q Next slide, please. Slide 21. Doctor,
this is your Exhibit 22, an Edward Chesney
study. Tell us about this.

A Eddi e Chesney, he was from London in
the UK, and he published this nice paper | ooking
at wthdrawal from cannabis. | nean, |ike any
ot her substance |ike al cohol or nicotine or
benzodi azepi nes or opioids, there can be
wi t hdrawal syndrone. This paper outlined the
wi t hdrawal of cannabis can precipitate first-
epi sode psychosis or aggravate or relapse a
preexi sting psychosis.

Q Ckay. So withdrawal from cannabis
Isn't just headaches and | ack of sleep. It can
actual ly cause psychosis?

A Yes.

Q Judge, this wll be ny final slide, and
then | suggest we take a break. W' re on slide

22 for the record. Doctor, it looks |like we're
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| ooki ng at the nanmes of a nunber of nedi cal
organi zations. Could you wal k the judge through
this slide, please?

A Yes. The organizations that support ny
position in what we've discussed so far are the
Aneri can Psychiatric Association, the Anerican
Acadeny of Pediatrics, the American Society of
Addi ction Medicine, NIDA (National Institute on
Drug Abuse), the Royal College of psychiatrists,
and the Wrld Health O gani zation, or WHO

Q Ckay.

A Can | nake one ot her comment?

Q Doctor, do you have another coment to
make on this slide?

A  On psychosis in general, | do.

Q Pl ease.

A One of the world's nobst quoted
researchers, Sir Robin Miurray, who was the one
of four psychiatrists inducted to the Royal
Soci ety of London -- the first psychiatrist was
-- was Signmund Freud. But Robin is a friend of
m ne and a col |l eague, and he's one of our
advi sors at | SAAIC. He went on record that every
psychiatrist in Europe knows that cannabis

causes psychosi s.
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MR, KENNEALLY: Judge, now mi ght be a
good tine for a break, and | have about anot her
hal f hour, |'d say.

JUDGE JULIUS: Ckay. Sounds good.
We'll take a 15-m nute break. Wen we cone
back, we'll finish direct. W'I|l see what tine
we're at and deci de whether to take our |unch
break early or where to go fromthere, okay?
W'll be in recess until 11:00 -- let's see if |
can do ny math here 11:07? It's an odd nunber.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 10:52 a.m and resuned at
11: 07 a.m)

JUDGE JULIUS: During the break, we
took a l ook at the exhibits. W just wanted to
confirma couple of things. This is with regard
to Dr. Finn, Exhibits 8 and 108. So, on the
tabl e of contents, Exhibit 8 is |isted as the
Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration Marijuana
Scientific Data Review as it relates to the
Control |l ed Substances Act. The docunent that is
at Exhibit 8 is the notice of proposed
rulemaking that is in ny binder. |s that the
correct docunent substantively?

VR. M GHELL: One nonent, Your Honor.
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JUDGE JULIUS: Sure.

MR. M GHELL: Yes, Your Honor. This is
the correct exhibit.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Okay. So that is
already an ALJ, so it'll be a duplicate, but we
just want to make sure we're not m ssing
substantive docunents. Yes, 8 still remains
excl uded because it's already in the record as
an ALJ exhibit.

Wth regard to 108, let's see. The
table of contents has that |isted as the pre-
heari ng statenent by CIVEL, which was an NDASA
exhibit. But what is at the tab 108 is the
prelimnary order from Judge Milrooney in the
prior hearing, not the pre-hearing statenent
from Cl VEL.

MR, KENNEALLY: Judge, perhaps we could
resune questioning. M. Mghell can try to
straighten this out for us, and then after we
finish questioning, |I'msure he'll have --

JUDGE JULIUS: That works.

MR, KENNEALLY: Tinme to do that, Your
Honor .

JUDCGE JULIUS: That works for ne.

MR. KENNEALLY: Ckay.
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JUDGE JULIUS: | just want to nake sure
we have the right docunents, and we're all
wor ki ng fromthe sane exhibits.

MR. KENNEALLY: Yes, of course.

JUDGE JULIUS: So yeah, feel free to
work on that while we continue with the direct
exam nati on.

MR, KENNEALLY: Excellent.

JUDGE JULI US: Thank you.

MR. KENNEALLY: Thank you, Judge.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Sure. M. Kenneally,
whenever you' re ready.

MR, KENNEALLY: Ckay. Appreciate it.
Could we please go to slide 23?7 Ckay, Doctor.
Exhibit 35. That's the Gobbi study. This is
entitled Association of Marijuana Use in
Adol escence and R sk of Depression, Anxiety,
Suicidality in Young Adul thood. What is that
st udy?

THE WTNESS: It was a very good study
| ooki ng at that association between nent al
heal th problens in adol escents and their
I ncreased risk of developing conditions |ike
depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation, and

behavi or .
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BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q Cay. And did they find a strong
associ ati on?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Exhibit 40, your Exhibit 40, the
H orthgj and the Jefsen study, could you tell us
about that, please?

A Sane thing. That cannabis use has a
strong associ ation and increased risk of
devel opi ng psychotic, as well as non-psychoti c,
depressi on and bi pol ar di sorder.

Q GCkay. So it has an increased risk with
respect to psychotic and non-psychotic. Wat is
uni pol ar depression?

A | would defer to sone of ny psychiatry
col | eagues, but uni pol ar versus bi pol ar
depression, you know, unipolar is kind of
they' re depressed. Bipolar, they have these up
and down.

Q Okay. Let's go to Exhibit 43. That's
t he Maryam Sor khou study. Tell us about that.
That's 2024.

A Again, it was a systematic review,
which is high-quality publication just a couple

of years ago, showi ng the |link between cannabis
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use and nood disorders |like anxiety, depression,
and suicidality.

Q Ckay. And did it find an associ ation?

A  Yes.

Q MWas it a strong association?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay, and what about the Hi nckley
study?

A  Sane.

Q Al right.

A  Sane conclusions. There's a strong
link in increased risk of using cannabis with
severe depression and suicidality. And that was
a national study, which was a very nice study.

Q Ckay. And then Exhibit 52. Doctor, is
there an increased risk of suicidality, suicidal
I deation in cannabis use? |s there an
associ ation there?

A A very strong association, and it's
very difficult because, you know, we can only
choose a certain nunber of exhibits. There's a
| ot of data and a | ot of publications that are
out there that show the sane |ink and
associ ati on between suicidality and cannabi s

use.
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Q Doctor, based on that, what do you neke
of organi zati ons or otherw se reconmendi ng
cannabi s use for veterans?

A Wll, that's a really good question
because | think our veterans deserve better. |
| ived and practiced in Colorado Springs for 30
years, which is a very highly mlitary
penetrated community. W have Air Force
Acadeny. W have Fort Carson. W have NORAD
Peterson Air Force Base. So in 30 years, |'ve
taken care of thousands of mlitary fol ks and
their famli es.

| f you |l ook at the data, | think the
veterans had their suicide report from 2025 t hat
was published show ng that suicide has increased
across all branches. You're tal king about Arny,
Navy, Air Force, and Marines. |In this age of
pronotion for use of cannabis for nental health,
whi ch we can get to in another upcom ng study
where | think we'll be tal king about, it hasn't
been proven to be a useful treatnent option for
peopl e, although they're pronoting it as a good
treatnment for veterans. You know, | do rem nd
people that Chris Kyle, who was an Anerican

hero, veteran, they nade a novi e about him
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cal l ed American Sniper, was nurdered by a
veteran who was self-treating for his --
probably his PTSD, with cannabis, and he had
cannabi s-i nduced psychosis. And | think our
vet erans deserve better in that respect.

Q Can we go to slide 24? Doctor, these
are the statenents of various nedical
organi zations. Could you wal k the judge through
this, please?

A Yes. These are just sone of the
organi zations that agree with the position that
there's a link between -- an associ ati on between
cannabi s use and depressi on, and sui ci de.

Ameri can Psychiatric Association, Anerican

Soci ety of Addiction Medicine, Amrerican Acadeny
of Child Adol escent Psychiatry, Anerican Acadeny
of Pediatrics, U S. Departnent of VA,

Depart nment of Defense, SAMHSA -- the Substance

Abuse and Mental Health Services Adm nistration.
So these are very well, large, respected

or gani zati ons.

Q GCkay. Can we go to slide 25, please?
Doctor, this is a chart. It's entitled Table 2,
Toxi col ogy Test Results Anong Non- Natural, Non-
Hom ci de Deat h Col orado Resi dents Younger Than
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25. Could you explain this graph to the judge,
pl ease?

A Yeah. So this is also a docunent from
CDPHE, or Col orado Departnent of Public Health
and Environnent. When you're |ooking at a dead
person under the age of 25 in the state of
Col orado between 2010 and 2021 where they're not
hom ci de deaths, they're not natural deaths, but
what does their toxicology show? And after
not hing, THC is the nost preval ent substance
found in these deaths.

Q \What do you nmake of that?

A It's alittle concerning. | nean, you
know, under this unbrella of legalization it's
just social normalization. The nore a substance
Is perceived to be harnl ess and safe, natural,
nmedi ci nal, nore people are likely to use. |
nmean, this is kind of |ike big tobacco when we
had this nmassive educational canpaign and drove
t obacco use down by educating people that it is
not safe to use tobacco. The use rates went
down. So, | think this is somewhat striking
because you woul d think that people that are
dyi ng under the age of 25 would have ot her

substances in their system nore than THC
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Q So in suicides in Col orado, the highest
subst ance present in the toxicol ogy of decedents
I's THC?

A This slide in particular is |ooking at
non-natural, non-hom cide deaths in Col orado
residents under the age of 25 and the nunber one
Does that include suicides?

This is not the suicidal data.
kay.

A That's another topic we can discuss.

O >» O

This is non-natural, non-hom cidal deaths in the
state of Colorado. THC is the nunber one
substance found in those deaths.

Q \Wat's an exanple of a non-natural,
non- hom ci dal deat h?

A  Sonebody has a heart attack and dies.
Ch, that's a natural death, | apol ogi ze. You
know, | don't -- a non-natural, non-hom cidal
death, you know, that you cone in and you see a
body, and you don't know why they died, and
there's no evidence on autopsy that they had a
heart attack, or they had a stroke, or they had
a gunshot wound or a stabbing. They're just a

dead person, and the presence of THC i s higher
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than other things, Iike al cohol and opioids.

Q Can we go to slide 26, please? Doctor,
this is arelatively dense slide. Could you try
to make sense of this for the judge?

A Yes. This is also information that
conmes fromthe CDPHE or Col orado Departnent of
Public Health and Environnment. Marijuana i s now
t he nunber one substance found in conpleted teen
suicide in the state of Colorado. |'ve been
followng this data over tine. Historically, it
was al cohol in those teen deaths. And now,
around 2012, that data flipped. And year by
year, it seens to creep up a little bit. |
mean, al cohol is the second nbst common
substance found in conpleted teen suicide in the
state, and it's not a close second. It's
somewhat di stant second.

| f you |l ook at the left side of the
graph, obviously, there's a |ot of nental health
I ssues surroundi ng these suicides. You know, we
are in a mental health crisis. | think it's
multifactorial. There's a |ot of things that
are playing intoit. And this relationship is
bi -directional. These kids are not --

Q Do you think marijuana is playing into
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it?

A | think it's a factor. | mean, these
ki ds are not overdosing on marijuana. You need
to understand that's very clear. They don't
stop breathing because they're using nmarijuana.

But if there's a clear bi-directional
rel ati onship, are they using because they're
depressed, or are they depressed because they're
usi ng? Because the data shows that association
we di scussed al ready on the |Iink between
cannabi s use, depression, and suicidality.

Q Next slide, please. For the record,
this is slide 27, Your Honor. Doctor, what
ef fect does marijuana have on the heart?

A Wll, the heart is the second target
organ after the brain, and | think a lot of ny
col |l eagues really don't understand this inpact
as well. Even ny cardiol ogy col |l eagues and ny
cardi ot horaci c surgeon col | eagues, they're not
screening their patients. Robert Page, who
actually was a contributing author to ny book,
he wote the drug-drug interaction chapter in ny
book - -

Q Wwo is he?

A He's a pharmacist fromthe University
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of Colorado. He was the |ead author on this
paper, the Anerican Heart Association paper that
was published in 2020, showi ng the risk of
sudden death, arrhythm a, heart attack, and
stroke in people that are using nmarijuana. And
then in the subsequent data following this that
| ink has been proven tinme and tinme again.

Q Next slide, please. Slide 28. Doctor,
these are a series of studies with respect to
the effect that marijuana has on the heart.
Coul d you wal k the judge through each of then?

A I'mgoing to start with Mark Chandy,
Exhibit 76. He's a Canadi an cardiol ogist. He
actually gave us a very nice presentation at
| ASI C on the cardiovascul ar risks and the basic
sci ence of why and how people that are using
cannabi s are maybe at a higher risk for
devel opi ng a heart attack. He published this
nice review in 2025, again, Storck paper from
t he cardi ovascul ar risks associated with the use
of marijuana and cannabi noids. A very nice,
wel | -done study, systematic review, neta-
anal ysis, |ooking at heart attack, heart
failure, et cetera. Again, the heart is the

second target organ after the brain.
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The Anerican Col | ege of Cardi ol ogy,

which is a very well-respected | arge
organi zation nationally, show ng and publi shing
the data showi ng marijuana users face a higher
risk of heart attack. Again, the Kanel study,
he's published a coupl e papers, Exhibit 68 and
69, | ooking at heart attack and cardi ovascul ar
ri sk associated with marijuana use. A very
nice, well-designed study, nulti-center
controll ed study in JACC Advances, the Journal
of the Anerican Coll ege of Cardiol ogy, risk of
M in marijuana users. So | think, tinme and
time again, we're hearing this resoundi ng thene
t hat cannabis use is not good for the heart.

Q Doctor, how well apprised is the
nmedi cal community of the connection between
adverse cardi ovascul ar events and marijuana use?

A It's terrible. | nean, | spoke to one
of ny colleagues in Arizona a few nonths ago and
asked himif he screens people for cannabis use
when they're comng into the energency
departnment with a heart attack. |In particular,
the data showi ng in younger people, what we're
seeing is this increased risk of cardiovascul ar

di sease. They get coronary artery disease via a
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very conplex site pathway. So this is not
necessarily a di sease of ol der people anynore
and they're just not screening. | nean, they'll
screen for nethanphetam ne and cocai ne, other
stinmulants that can precipitate an M. | think
one of the recent papers shows that those risks
i n those stinulants are higher, but cannabis is
still a positive association. So I think it's
very concerning that ny coll eagues really
understand and know the literature and screen
their patients for use.

MR, KENNEALLY: Ckay. My | have a
nonment pl ease, Your Honor?

JUDCGE JULIUS: Yes, of course.

MR. KENNEALLY: Thank you for your
pati ence, Judge. W have no further questions.

JUDGE JULIUS: GCkay. Thank you.
Governnent, would you like to do your cross-
exam nati on now? Do you want to propose an
early lunch? How would you |ike to proceed?

M5. KREINHEDER: We would like to
request an early lunch in light of M.
Kenneal | y's offer to extend cross-exam nation
for this wtness.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Yes, M.
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Kenneal | y?

MR. KENNEALLY: For purposes of
scheduling, | did indicate to Ms. Stack, who's
Dr. Finn's second witness, that we would |ikely
call her at 1:00. So would there be a way --
and |'mjust thinking out |oud here, okay --
woul d there be a way to maybe accommobdat e t hat
and then return to the cross-exam nation of Dr.
Finn, of course, with the presunption that Dr.
Finn can stick around maybe later this
afternoon? O would you like nme just to tell
Ms. Stack that it's going to be alittle bit
| ater?

JUDCGE JULIUS: CGovernnent, do you have
a position on this?

MS. KREI NHEDER: W defer to your
j udgnent, but we would |ike to continue keepi ng
the schedule as it is.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. | think the
cl eanest would be to do cross-examof Dr. Finn
and then proceed to the next witness, just to
keep themin order. Certainly, if during the
| unch break you want to reach out to your next
Wi tness and say it may be delayed a little bit.

What tinme zone is your witness in?
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MR. KENNEALLY: Mbunt ai n.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. So if you want to
coordinate with your witness to say it may be a
little bit later if there's -- if you find out
during the lunch break that there's a really
I mmovabl e obstacle to that we can reassess, but
| think ny preference would be to finish one
W t ness before we proceed to the next.

MR. KENNEALLY: Fine. And | can talk
with the DEA as well and try to see if we can't

wor k sonet hi ng out.

JUDGE JULIUS: | always encourage neets
and confers. |f you can reach an agreenent
Wi thout ny intervention, | always |ove that.

MR, KENNEALLY: And, Judge, with
respect to the other issue that you had brought
up, we're still working on that, and we should
have an answer for you after | unch.

JUDGE JULIUS: Appreciate that. [1'11
give you a little bit nore than an hour. Let's
come back at 12:30, a little bit nore than an
hour. Please don't discuss your testinony with
anyone during the lunch break, but do enjoy a
l unch break.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
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JUDGE JULIUS: And we w il be back, and
then we -- we will be in recess until 12:30.

"Il see you then.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 11:25 a.m and resuned at
12: 30.)

JUDGE JULIUS: | know the parties
tal ked about having a conversation during the
| unch break. Were there any agreenents between
the parties of how to proceed at this point?
Was there any discussion of how nuch extra tine
t he government may need for cross-exam nation?

M5. KREINHEDER |'m sorry, what was
t hat question?

MR, KENEALLY: Yeah.

M5. KREI NHEDER: | thought | --

MR, KENEALLY: Yeah. W had a very
brief conversation, Your Honor, and | think
they' re ready to proceed.

MR. LONICH  Yes, Your Honor, that's
correct. The governnent's ready to proceed, and
we antici pate based on the direct testinony that
the cross-examw || conclude at or near 1:00
when the next witness is scheduled. So | think

if we nbve on to cross-exam we can conti nue
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wi th the schedul e.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Sounds good. M
proposal woul d be, because there was an offer
for extra tinme if needed, we'll proceed with the
one hour that's allotted. If we hit the one
hour for whatever reason and you need nore tine,
just alert us, and we can reassess at that
poi nt .

MR, KENEALLY: We will have no
objection to any extra tine.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Understood. | just kind
of want to, for tinekeeping purposes and just
keepi ng everything on track, we'll alert you
when the one hour -- should you need the full
one hour, we'll alert you when that expires, and
then we can nove fromthere, just to keep
everyone aware of timng. WAs there any update
on Exhibit 108?

MR, KENEALLY: There was, it's going to
need a little bit of work. Al the exhibits are
correct. W' ve gone through them The table of
contents needs a few m nor corrections. Qur
plan was to finish today, head straight back to
the hotel, and get that upl oaded for everybody

t oday, an anended tabl e of contents.
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JUDGE JULIUS: GCkay. So, we'll put an
asterisk by 108 to nake sure that we have the
ri ght substantive docunent, and then we'l]l
confirmw th the governnent what their position
wi th that docunent is.

MR. KENEALLY: Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE JULIUS: Sure. Any other
procedural issues? Al right. Cross-
exam nation, Governnent, whenever you' re ready.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

M5. KREINHEDER: It's kind of high. 1Is
t hat good? Good afternoon, Dr. Finn.

THE W TNESS: Good afternoon.

BY M5. KRElI NHEDER:

Q Today you testified about the use of
marijuana in nedicine, is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am

Q And you would agree that this is a very
nuanced area of discussion, correct?

A  Yes.

Q You' ve spent a significant anount of
your career studying, witing, and speaking
about marijuana's use in nedicine.

A Yes.

Q Today, you showed the court a nunber of
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studi es and graphs with statistics on overdose
deat hs, psychosis, and suicide, anong ot her
harnms of marijuana. |s that correct?

A  Yes.

Q Just for the record, your testinony
today is that people do not die or stop
breathing strictly fromthe use of marijuana.
|s that correct?

A They can die, but they will not stop
breathing, that's a difference there.

Q Gkay. So your testinony is that people
do not stop breathing strictly fromthe use of
marijuana. |s that correct?

A That is correct.

Q You also said today that there are
certain conponents of marijuana that can be

beneficial in nedicine, correct?

A Correct.

Q In fact, you have recommended marij uana
to sonme of your patients in the past. |Is that
correct?

A That is correct.
Q Gkay. No further questions.
JUDGE JULIUS: 1'mgoing to ask the

sane question |'ve asked to every expert, and if
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you have any foll ow up questions to ny question,
| didn't nmean to deprive you of that
opportunity. Are you famliar with the
Control |l ed Substances Act's definition of
mari j uana?

THE WTNESS: [In what regards?

JUDGE JULIUS: So, |'ve noticed a |ot
of tinmes it sort of, generally speaking,
sonetinmes people wll talk about nedicinal
marij uana, nedical marijuana, recreational
marijuana. The definition that's of interest to
this Court is the Controlled Substances Act
definition in 21 United States Code 8§
802(16)(A). So, | just ask if you're famliar
with that definition.

THE WTNESS: M understanding is
marijuana in terns of parts of the plant, the
stenms, the buds, the concentrates, et cetera.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. |'ll go ahead and
just read to you in full. It's going to be a
bit of a nouthful, but if you have any
guestions, just let ne know.

THE W TNESS: That's okay.

JUDGE JULIUS: So, 21 USC § 802(16) (A):

Subj ect to subparagraph B, the terns narijuana
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and marijuana, spelled variously wwth a J or an
H, nean all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa
L., whether growing or not, the seeds thereof,
the resin extracted fromany part of such plant,
and every conpound, manufacture, salt,
derivative, mxture, or preparation of such
plant, its seeds, or resin. So, that's what is
marijuana. Part B says what's excluded. The
terms marijuana do not include henp. And the

| engt hi er exclusion is, the mature stal ks of
such plant, fiber produced from such stal ks, oil
or cake made fromthe seeds of such plant, any
ot her conpound, manufacture, salt, derivative,

m xture, or preparation of such mature stalks,
except the resin extracted therefrom fi ber,

oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of such

pl ant which is incapable of germnation. So, do
you understand that definition as it's in the US
Code at Title 217

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JULIUS: GCkay. Wen you opine
and you' re analyzing research and things |ike
that, what definition of marijuana are you
using? Is it this definition? |Is it sonething

el se? Wat are you | ooking at as “marijuana?”
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THE WTNESS: Well, there really are no
definitions at least in the states |I've worked
in. Medical marijuana, again, is under a big
unbrella when you're using it as such. And I
was hopi ng over the lunch hour | can go to D. C
and get a nedical nmarijuana card, because in
D.C. you don't need physician supervision you
can self-certify for your condition. Wich to
me isn't really under the practice of nedicine
gui delines for any state, as far as | know. |
can't self-certify for testosterone, which is
anot her Schedule |11, or other Schedule Il or
Il or V substances. | can't do that.

But marijuana sonehow has gotten that
free pass where | can go to Washington, D.C., go
to a kiosk and say | have a headache, and out
pops ny nedical marijuana card. So, there
really are no good definitions that |I'm aware of
in the states that | practice in, in terns of
differentiating between, you know, plant
extracts, concentrates, et cetera. And that's
the difficulty is that a | ot of these products
are the sane in both the recreational space and
the nedical space. | think the only real

difference is the tax structure. It's nore

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N DN N N DD P P P PP PP PP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

cost-prohibitive to get a recreational marijuana
product, where that sane product wll be cheaper
at a nedical dispensary. |f that hel ps.
JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you, Doctor.
THE WTNESS: Yes, ma' am
JUDCGE JULIUS: Any further gquestions
fromthe governnent based on Court's question?
M5. KREI NHEDER: No further questions,
Your Honor .
JUDGE JULIUS: Thank you, Counsel.
Redi rect whenever you're ready, M. Keneally.
MR, KENEALLY: Very briefly, Judge.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
MR. KENEALLY: Doctor, you were asked
on cross-exam nation whether or not you had ever
prescribed marijuana to any of your patients.
When did you do that?
THE WTNESS: | woul d say probably
around 2010, 2012-i sh.
BY MR KENNEALLY:
Q Gay. And why did you do that?
A Well, you know, obviously the prem se
of being a physician is being conpassionate. |
nmean, we care for our patients that are

suffering and have pain. The first thing that
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we | earn when we graduate nedical school is do
no harm [It's part of the Hi ppocratic Gath.
When you have physici ans naki ng recomendati ons
that are causing public health and safety harm
unbeknownst to them because they just don't have
t he knowl edge base to understand the harmthey
m ght be causing, to ne, that nakes it -- that's
why | stopped because ny patients were com ng
back to nme saying it wasn't hel ping their pain;
they were having adverse events. A patient of
m ne had chest pain, palpitations that she
didn't want, and she was getting gui dance from
t he person behind the counter at a nedi cal

di spensary, which are budtenders. The only
requirenent in the State of Col orado, the

m ni mum requirenent, is you need to have
experience with marijuana, 21 years of age, and
a pul se. You do not have any nedi cal

requi renments, certifications, maintenance of
certifications, like ny pharmacy col | eagues t hat
have a very high degree of training and
expertise on tal king to people on drug-drug

I nteractions.

Q Wuld you prescribe marijuana sold at a

di spensary to any of your patients now to treat
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pai n?

A No. |If you can give ne a cannabi noid
that has net the rigor of scientific study,
research, and proof, |ike doing a REMS st udy,
ri sk evaluation mtigation survey, on that
particul ar product, and it's proven to work, 1'd

bite off on that any day.

MR, KENEALLY: Ckay. Thank you, Judge.

| have no further questions.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Okay. Any possibility
that you would be recalling Dr. Finn?

MR. KENEALLY: |'m not aware of any
need to at this tinme, Your Honor.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Thank you very
much. That concludes this testinony.

MR. KENEALLY: Thank you, sir.

JUDGE JULI US: Thank you for providing

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JULIUS: And you're free to go
about your day. Thank you. | know you said,
M. Keneally, that your next w tness was ready
to begin at 1:00. It's only 12:40. 1Is she
ready to go?

MR, KENEALLY: | just texted her and
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said, you're on, and ny understanding is that
she's in the portal.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay.

MR, KENEALLY: So perhaps we can see if
she's there. And if we need a little bit
further work just to get her here, | can step
out si de and nmake a call and get her on.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Understood. kay.
Thank you.

MR, KENEALLY: Ckay.

JUDGE JULIUS: Al right. Good
afternoon, ma'am Can you hear us? It appears
you may be nuted. | see her in a little screen
down on the bottom

M5. STACK: Okay. |Is that better?

JUDCGE JULIUS: Yes. W can hear you.
Can you hear us okay?

MS. STACK: Ckay, good. | can hear you.

JUDGE JULIUS: Fantasti c.

M5. STACK: Ckay, great.

JUDGE JULIUS: |If you could, please
rai se your right hand if you are able. Do you
swear or affirmthat everything you say in this
proceeding will be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?
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THE WTNESS: | do.
VWHEREUPOQON,
LAURA STACK
havi ng been first duly sworn, testified as
fol | ows:

JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you very nuch.
You may put your hand down. Before the attorney
starts asking you sone questions on direct exam
| just want to give you sone brief instructions
about the process of testifying, just to keep
our record clear, okay?

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

JUDGE JULIUS: So please wait until the
entire question is asked before you begin your
answer. W don't want people tal king over one
another. Please pause for a brief second after

the question is asked to see if the question

draws an objection. |f you hear the word
objection, just sit tight. | wll address the
objection, rule onit, and then | will instruct

you whet her you shoul d answer the question or

not. And if at that point, if you would need

repetition of the question, you can ask for it.
If at any tinme you get a question that you

don't understand, just tell us that you don't
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understand the question. W'Ill nake sure it's
rephrased in a way that you do understand. And
I f you don't say that you don't understand a
guestion but go ahead and answer it, we wll
assune that you understood the question. Does
t hat make sense?

THE W TNESS:. Yes.

JUDGE JULIUS: Al right. M.
Keneal | y, whenever you're ready.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR, KENEALLY: Thank you. Hi, Laura.
Can you see nme? It's comng. This is going to
be a shock when it actually --

A Hello.

Q There it is. How are you?

A Yes. I'mwell. Good to see you.

Q Good to see you. Laura, could you just
pl ease state your nane and spell your |ast nane
for the record?

A Laura Stack. S as in SamT-A-CGK
Ckay. And where do you live?
| live in Castle Rock, Col orado.
How | ong have you lived there for?

Been here for three years.

O » O >» O

Al right. And are you married?
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| am

How | ong have you been nmarried for?
27 years.

Do you have any children?

| do. | have three -- now two.
Ckay.

A daughter and a son surviving.

o » O » O » O >

Ckay. And do you have anot her son
named Johnny?
A Johnny is in heaven, yes.
Q Ckay.
A He's deceased.
Q Wen was Johnny born?
A Johnny was born on February 7th in
2000.

Q \Were does Johnny fit in between his
two siblings?

A He's the mddle child.

Q Ckay. And grow ng up, what kind of kid
was Johnny?

A He was a great kid, funny, |oving, very
smart, very involved in school, in our
comrunity, in church. He was a nusician. He
pl ayed the piano and the guitar. He was very

athletic. He ran cross country. He ran track.
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He was in karate. He was quite busy with that.
He was exceptionally bright. He was a straight
A student, 4.0 GPA, got a perfect SAT score in
mat h, and had a scholarship to Col orado State
Uni versity. He was a wonderful person.
Q Ckay. Prior to 2014, did he suffer

fromany sort of nental health disorders?

A No.

Q Do any nental health dis --
A No nental health.

Q Ckay.

A Nothing. No --

Q Do any -- do any ne-

A M famly history -- no, he did not

have any -- any probl ens, no.

Q GCkay. Shyness? O did he have any
sort of social anxiety, difficulty making
friends, anything like that?

A No. He was very outgoing, a natural
| eader, kind to everyone, in theater, choir.
No, he was a very outgoi ng Kkid.

Q GCkay. Wien was marijuana |egalized
recreationally in Col orado?

A In 2012.

Q Al right. And when did --
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A Johnny was 12 years old at the tine.
Q He was 12. And when did they start

selling marijuana at dispensaries in Col orado?

A In 2014.
Q Ckay.
A Legal dispensaries opened. | renenber

the lines wapping around the bl ock. Col orado
was the first state to | egalize recreational
marijuana. Johnny was 14 at the tinme and in
ni nt h grade.

Q How did recreational marijuana change
access to marijuana for Johnny and his friends?

A \Wll, | nean, | was his person, so he
was very honest with ne, and he told ne that he
had gone to a high school party, he was in ninth
grade, and that one of his friend' s brothers had
a nedical marijuana card and that all the boys
wanted to try to get high. And they had handed
it to himand said to hit this, and he's tried
to say, no, I'"'mgood. He told ne they pressured
hi m and said, you know, what's your problenf
Everybody's using. Are you chicken? And he
said, nom | didn't know what to do, and |
didn't know what to say, so | did. Sorry. And

he just told nme that it was everywhere and that
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it was very accessible.

O course, | did, you know, the nom
tal k and, you know, told him don't do that
again, and it's going to destroy that genius
math m nd of yours. | didn't understand at the
time that the marijuana and the vapes and all of
the gumm es and the products that were
avai |l abl e, you know, were not the sane things
from you know, back in the day --

How | et --
-- in the *80s, you know?

Let nme ask you a question.

> O >» O

| know.

Q \VWhat were his early use patterns |ike
bet ween the ages of 14 and 16?7 So for the first
two years of marijuana | egalization, how often
was he using?

A | nean, obviously, he becane very
sneaky and secretive because we didn't allowit.
And so we would find it. W would search his
backpack and his room when he was gone, and we
woul d find things randonmly and take them away.

Pi pes, you know, we would destroy them and
ground him W would find little chargers that

we thought were USB drives. | nean, we were
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very ignorant about all of that. W found
little pens that he told us were nicotine, and |
didn't know to have themtested. Later, |
figured out they were THC through -- but, |
nmean, in the early days it was just trying to
di scipline himto maintain control, to keep him
fromusing them You know, hard |ove, |ove-
|l ove. Trying just about everything that we
could --

Q Ckay.

A  Think of doing.

Q Ckay. By 2016, when Johnny was 16
years old, was he still using?

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. And would you say that he was
addi cted at this point?

A  Yes.

Q Wiy would you say that?

A  Well, he would tell us, you know? He
al wvays woul d say, | love marijuana. And he was
getting straight A's, and so it was very

confusi ng because he woul d say, you know, cone

on, Mom you know, this stuff is legal. You
know, God nmade it. It grows in the ground.
It's natural, it's nmedical, it hel ps people.
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Qoviously this isn't hurting ne. You know, |I'm
doi ng everything you want nme to do and |I'm
getting straight A's, so clearly this isn't a
problem And you know, we continued to, you
know, take his car away. You know, by then,
when he was driving at 16, it got a little nore
difficult.

Q Wat kind of behavioral changes did you
see with Johnny as his use progressed in 2016
and 20177

A Wll, once, you know, he was driving,
he started just having a | ot of behavioral
changes. He dropped out of all his sports. So
he just quit all his teans. He was invited to
be on the archery team He had incredi bl e hand-
eye coordination, and he wouldn't do it. He
quit all the teans. He stopped going to youth
group. W used to teach Sunday school, the five
of us, for 4-year-olds. You know, he woul dn't
volunteer to do that anynore. He used to be
very active in service projects. He used to go
to youth group. He refused to do any of that.
He stopped all of his nusic, stopped wanting to
take his | essons.

He changed a lot of friend groups, and
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we didn't see a lot of the old friends cone
around nuch anynore. Didn't know a | ot of the
new friends. He just started |osing a | ot of
notivation and started just becom ng nore
defiant. | couldn't get himto participate in
chores. You know, wouldn't do famly
activities.

Q Was he runni ng away?

A Wll, he didn't run away until, 1liKke,
before his senior year, but then he ran away.

He was 17.

Q Tell us about that.

A \Wll, he started his senior year and,
you know, still was getting great grades, had
just gotten a 1430 on the SAT and, you know,
perfect math score and a schol arship. And then
he went to honmecom ng and we'd given hima
curfew of mdnight. This was Septenber. And he
didn't come honme. And so we took his car for
three days, which | thought was a pretty | enient
puni shnent for not com ng hone at all, which, of
course, because he was high and didn't want us
to see him |I'msure. But he went upstairs and
packed his suitcase, and he left. And we, by

that tine, had a tracker on his car, and so we
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coul d see where he was going. A couple of the
nmons call ed ne, and he was basically couch

hoppi ng. And then we would see himgo up north,
we presuned, to, you know, his dealer at the
time, you know, with all the new friends that he
had and people he was neeting. And we didn't
know a lot -- any of these people, and he

woul dn't bring them honme. But he was seeing a
t herapi st who helped us wite a letter to him
and tell him if you are not hone, you know, by
this date and this tinme, you know, then you are
agreeing that you are not going to be living in
t he hone.

Q Did he cone hone?

A So, he cane hone.

Q Ckay.

A And agreed, you know, to all these
rules including being drug tested, which |
regret to this day | didn't foll ow t hrough on.
| didn't know you could get, |like, off-the-shelf
tests because his doctor didn't want to drug
test him because Johnny refused. And so it was
just a challenge to get himdrug tested, and so
it basically didn't happen.

Q Wiy was he seeing a therapist?
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A \Wll, because he was just so nean and
toxic and awful to us and that was one of the
condi tions, you know, that he continue to see a
therapist. The marijuana was just changi ng him
-- sorry.

Q Take your tine.

A It was -- it was, | always describe it
like an alien just cane and took ny child and
put anot her one there, and he just, he becane

very nean. And he would swear at ne. And he

called ne an Fing B, and | |oved himnore than
anyone, you know? And he just -- was just a
totally different person nowthat | -- | just
didn't recognize at all. It was this is not ny
son.

Q Wat --

A  And it was just slowy taking himaway.

Q Wuat did he do with your dog?

A Wll, obviously he didn't followthe

rul es, and he turned 18 the second senester of
his senior year in high school, and he left. He
deci ded that he wasn't going to follow the

rules. He said, 1'm18. You can't keep ne from
using. It's legal. | can get a ned card. |

can use it if | want to, and you can't nake ne
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go to school. He took us off of his parent
portal, and we were not able to see that he was
going to school and he noved out. He decided he
was not going to followthe rules and live in

t he hone, and so he wanted to rent a roomin a
house. And we are --

Q And he was still going to high school
at the tinme?

A Yes. Wll, he didn't really go. He
got four Ds his senior year, and he barely
graduated. H's GPA was so high that even with
four Ds he still got a 3.2 GPA

He was in the rental hone and
unbeknownst to us, you know, he was al ways
tal ki ng about he was going to get this ned card,
but we didn't know that he got it because at 18
i n Col orado you don't need parental approval.
And it wasn't until after he died and the police
gave us his phone, and we have a friend who's an
expert in cybersecurity, and he was able to help
us get into the phone. W could then open all
of Johnny's devices and his | aptop and
everything. W saw the Col orado Departnent of
Public Health and Environnent and his nedical

card information. And so he was -- and we saw
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all the photos, hundreds of photos of himwth
all of the drugs that he bought from you know,
a legal dispensary with a |legal card, |egal weed
in Colorado. And he was now the | ocal drug

deal er.

Q Did he have a nedical condition that
marijuana was treating?

A Onh, no. No. In fact, |I called the AG
because | denmanded to know what doctor had given
nmy perfectly healthy son a ned card. He had no
medi cal conditions. | have -- | nmean, |, to
this day, | have no idea what he woul d' ve told
you know, we call themthe pot shop docs. You
pay your $300, tell themyou got a backache or a
m grai ne, whatever. | don't know. But no, he
was perfectly healthy. But he now had all these
photos of all of these teens, and they | ooked
li ke 13, 14, and he was now providing these
drugs to these Kkids.

He had his backpack stolen, and he
call ed ne and said, sonebody took all of ny
goods, and now | can't nmke rent, and you need
to pay it and of course, | refused. | was |ike,
Johnny, you know, that's your problem you know?

You're selling, buying and selling drugs, and,
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you know, this is what happens when you're a
drug dealer. And we were -- ny husband and | at
a busi ness neeting, and he cane over, and our
ot her son was hone. And he opened the front
door and whistled for our dog and said, Lily,
conme. She's a shepherd, so she obeyed him and
he put her in the front seat. And he texted ny
husband and said, | have the dog, and unl ess
your Fing B of a wife pays ny rent, | am going
to kill her. And if you call the cops, you wl|
regret it for the rest of your life, and you'll
never hear fromnme again. It was a very tense,
di cey situation. M husband drove over there
and got the dog, and | probably shouldn't have
done it, but I didn't want ny son to be
honel ess, so | paid the landlord his rent.

Q Ckay. After that situation resolved,
did Johnny go to college that fall?

A Yes. Wll, he had a schol arshi p.

Q How was he able to get a schol arship?

A Well, he had already gotten the
schol arshi p when he got the perfect SAT score
and had straight As, and I didn't know that
col l eges don't pull your second senester

transcripts. | thought for sure he was going to
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| ose his schol arship because he got four Ds, but
literally nothing happened.

So, he had to nove out of, you know --
noved out of the rental house, and he needed to
stay at our house one night before we took him
up to CSU, and that was just a disaster.

Q Tell us why.

A He was violent, and he punched holes in
wal | s, and he trashed his room and he destroyed
all his chil dhood possessi ons and trophies and
itens that 1'd gotten himfor gifts and trashed
his room his bathroom and then tried to go
into our son's room And our son by then was
bi gger and stronger and athletic and just barred
the door and said, stop and he did. And we all
| ocked our doors because we were all -- we were
all very afraid of himat that point, and |
didn't know if he was going to show up in the
m ddl e of the night wwth a knife. He always had
little swtchbl ades and knives and was a very
nmenaci ng, scary person at this point.

Q VWhat kind of inpact was this having on
you, your children, and your husband?

A Oh, gosh. | nean, ny poor son, who was

just 16 nonths younger, you know, here his
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brother is the local drug dealer, so it was very
hard on himand very enbarrassing. It caused
hima lot of anxiety, a lot of struggles and,
you know, ny husband didn't do well with ny son
calling his wife nanes, you know. It was hell.
He did keep his schol arship, and so we
took himup to CSU, and | just prayed, please,
God, help him you know, find his way, and we
hoped that he could have a fresh start. And he
shoul dn't have gone. He shouldn't have gone to
college. He really needed to go to professional
rehab, but we had tried so hard through our
I nsurance to get himhelp, and they said, oh,
you know, marijuana's not addictive. This is
Col orado, you know, there's no treatnent. And
everything we did try, you know, one told himto
lie and say he was addicted to LSD, and he was
like, I"'mnot going to say |'maddicted to LSD.
And it was just a nightmare just trying to get
hel p, and | didn't know about sendi ng hi m out of
state. Like, | was just so overwhel ned. |
didn't know what to do, and so we just let him
go to college, and that was probably, you know,
a big m stake.

Q So what happened after he started
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college in the fall at CSU in 20187

A Well, he had a roommate that noved to
Col orado from M nnesota just to use weed, of
course. He had a randomroonmmate, and this is
who he drew, and | couldn't believe it. He
texted nme right after the parent orientation.
We had just left, and he said, | |ove ny new
roonmate. You know, we just went off and snoked
weed. And I'mlike, how did he get ahold? At
this tinme, | still didn't know that he had a ned
card, and he said he was snoking weed nonstop
with his roommate. And so a couple, you know,
weeks went by. He was texting ne. |'mstill
trying to get himhelp. | had wanted himto be
in the sober dormto which he | aughed and, of
course, wouldn't do it. But he texted ne, |I'm
having a hard tinme fitting in. |'mhaving a
hard tinme making friends and | said, You know,
that's normal, Johnny. You know, don't worry.
You' re a good person. You're a good friend.
You'll make friends. | tried to encourage him
and he said, Is it normal to feel like killing
nysel f every day? 1In a text.

Q How did you respond to that?

A Well, | nean, he was 90 m nutes away in
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Fort Collins and we lived in Hi ghlands Ranch at
the time, south, and ny daughter lived up north,
closer to him And | called her, and | said,
honey, I'mso sorry, but | need you to lie to
your brother, and | need you to get himout of
his dormroomand bring himto your hone. So,
we concocted a plan that she would tell himshe
was taking himto the CSU-CU football gane the
next day. And so she went up, and he was
surprised and happy and went with her. On the
way to her house, he told her he was having

i deati ons about hurting hinself and that he was
t hi nki ng about idealizing, |ike, thinking of
junmping off buildings, |ike he was running
through that in his mnd. She was so afraid and
very brave and got himto her hone, and he went
to sleep thinking they would go to the gane the
next day. So that's when ny husband and | cane
over, and in the norning when he woke up, you
know, we were there, and he saw us, and he
started crying. And | said, honey, we have to
get you help. He said, you know, what if |
refuse? And | said, well, then | will have to
call the police and tell themthat, you know,

you' re suicidal, and they will keep you from
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getting treatnent close to us, and it will be
very hard for ne to get to you. Please just
come with us, and let's go to the nental
hospital by where we live --

Q Is that where you took hinf

A Yes, Denver Springs.

Q And what happened after you got there?

A Well, he agreed. So, we were really
relieved but very afraid because he was j ust
actively having ideations about violence to
hi nsel f and junping off these buildings. Wen

we got there, he filled in the paperwork, and he

checked the box, yes, | am-- | have been
t hi nki ng about killing nyself and we were very
relieved, | renmenber thinking, because that was

an automatic 72-hour hold in Col orado. So, they
took him back and interviewed him and they

call ed me out back 30 m nutes |ater, and he was
trying to | eave.

Q Ckay.

A And they had to, l|ike, bar the door and
|l ock him and he was becom ng very agitated and
violent again. And so they took him back. They
were able to -- | was able to convince himto go

with them and unfortunately, it was Labor Day
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weekend, so there were no doctors. So, nobody
was there to evaluate him Nobody was there to
help him to give himnedicine. There was
nobody, and so they just let himgo after 72
hour s.

Q And what happened after they let him
go?

A After saying of course. And he had
called ne and said, well, I"mgoing to kill

nysel f as soon as they let ne out of here. And

| called them and | begged them | said, he is
-- and -- | don't understand because, | nean,
the nanograns per mlliliter in his blood when

they showed ne all his blood work for THC were
off the charts. And he was -- you know, it
takes four weeks for THC to clear your system
and so he woul d've just still been just
conpletely out of his mnd. And he told them
oh, I"mnot suicidal. And they said, well, he's
over 18, and so there's nothing we can do, we
can't hold him And | begged them and they |et
himout. And he -- he cane hone, and he just
basically slept.

CSU, Col orado State University, was

demandi ng that we go and get his itens out of
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hi s dorm room because he had disenrolled from
school. And so we went up, and Johnny just said
he was tired, and we went up to get his itens.
W were on the way, we were |eaving CSU, and he
called ne, and he said, nom | just tried to
kill nyself. And | said, what did you do? You
know, Did you take pills? Wat did you do? And
| handed ny phone to ny husband, John, and |
call ed the police on John's phone, and | begged
them | said, please go check on ny son. |I'm
90 mnutes away, | can't get to him So, we
just tried to keep Johnny talking. And then he
heard ny son talking -- or ny husband talking to
the police, and he said, did you call the
police? And he called ne nanes and hung up.
And | could hear the garage door opening, and |
was j ust sayi ng, please, Johnny, don't | eave.
Thank God the police cane up the road,
and they -- thank God, | nean, they kept him
fromleaving. They blocked his car, and they
called ne. They confirnmed he had rope burns on
his neck. He had gone to Hone Depot while we
wer e gone and bought rope, and it was in his
closet. And he did try to kill hinmself in our

home, he was still just so out of his mnd from
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all the products he was using. W didn't know
what they all were. Dabs, we didn't know what
dabs were. W found a nectar collector in his
drawer at CSU, and we asked his roommate what it
was, and he just said, they're dabs, and --

Q Was he using anything other than
mar i j uana?

A Well, | nean, he always kind of used
ni cotine and he got in trouble at school once
for using al cohol, but he never tested positive
for anything but THC.

Q Ckay.

A And they said at the nental hospital
hi s di agnosis the doctor wote, THC abuse

severe. And he said, ma'am it's just weed.

You know, He's -- It's all -- and | was IiKke,
you know, how can this -- how can this happen?
And - -

Q Let nme back you up just alittle bit.
How did he get to the hospital after the suicide
attenpt ?

A The police.

Q The police took hinf

A Yeah. They bl ocked his car.

Q Gkay. And what happened after he got
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to the hospital ?

A Wll, then we arrived, and, you know,
they told us what was going on and the bl ood
work. And he was -- he wouldn't talk to us. He
-- he was angry. He blaned us for putting --
putting himin the nental hospital. You know,
he -- he just was sullen and angry, and they had
to put himin handcuffs. The Denver Health, or
Denver Springs, agreed to take himback, so now
t hey could hol d hi mbecause he had a suicide
attenpt. And so they could put himon a | onger
hol d.

Q Ckay.

A And then, you know, we had to bring him
things, you know, with no | aces, so he couldn't
hang hinself and all that. And they put himon
Wl | butrin because he was just having all of
t hese dark thoughts of self-harm ng hinself.

And they kept him and we would go to neetings
and, you know, therapy sessions and

appoi ntnents. And after a few weeks, the THC
| eft his system and he canme back. My Johnny
canme back.

Q Cane back what?

A And he was, to ne, to normal, to
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himself. It was |ike the aliens brought him
back. Like, he was -- he was hinself again. He
was Johnny. He was sweet. He was kind. He was
-- he was very, very afraid.

Q \What do you nean by that?

A | nmean, he was just |like, | am never
going to use vapes or dabs again. | am never
going to use marijuana again. Like, he was very
afraid of what had just happened to him Like,
he -- he was, like, realizing that this had
happened. Like, he was kind of observing
himself. | don't know. He was very -- he was
very lucid. He knew exactly what had happened,
but al nost |i ke he was observing it as a
di fferent person. But he -- he was conpliant
and nice, and so we just decided to | et himnove
back home.

Q Howlong was he in the hospital for?

A NMn | guess in the hospital a total of
five weeks.

Q Ckay.

A Four and a half -- five weeks.

Q And then -- so then that fall of 2018,
he cane back honme after his stay in the

hospi tal ?
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A  Yeah.

Q And what was his deneanor |ike?
A W |let himnove back hone.

Q How was he getting -- how was he

getting along with the famly?

A He was great. He wanted to get a job.
W -- his brain was still very addled, so
cognitively he was struggling. He couldn't
remenber just sinple instructions. He |oves
animal s, and so he got a job at a kennel, and he
just couldn't even renenber. He canme hone just
di scouraged because he said, | can't even
remenber how to clean the kennel, |ike, very
sinple instructions. And he said, ny brain is
green poo fromthe marijuana, and | need a brain
scan. He was very stuck on that his brain was
br oken, and he was incredibly sad that he had,
he thought, ruined his mnd. And, you know, |
just said you need -- you need sone tine, you
know, to get off, to be sober and |l et your brain
heal .

He was conpliant and nice, and he said,

You know, | want to go back to school. And we
weren't really keen on the idea because, you

know, we said, honey, you just had a suicide
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attenpt, you know, and you're getting over this
addi ction, and you're, you know, new y sobered,
you know, maybe you shouldn't. But he applied
to University of Northern Colorado in Geeley,

and they give the smart kid a schol arship, and
there was nothing we can do. He decided he was

going, and he left in January of 2019.

Q For the spring senester?
A  Yes.

Q Ckay.

A

To go to UNC? Yes.

Q And then prior to himleaving, you had
talked a little bit about when he was using. He
was aggressive and verbally threatening to you.

Between the tinme that he got hone in the fall
and the tine that he left for school, did you

see that kind of behavior?

A No -- no, he was not -- he was not |ike
that at all. He was sober, and he -- he was
wonder f ul . He was fi ne.

Q Gay. Did he appear depressed or
suicidal to you while he was not using THC t hat
fall?

A No. In fact, we took himto CSU and,

you know, we were Rans at CSU, and now we're

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




© 00 N oo o b~ W DN PP

N D N N DD P P P PP PP kP PP PP
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

1704

Bears at UNC, and -- and he wanted to get
shirts, matching shirts. | got a Mama Bear
shirt. | have photos of him He's like, | got
this, Mom you know.

Q Ckay.

A It's going to be okay, you know. And
he was -- he's happy. He loved his new dorm
He was hopeful, you know. He -- he was going to
make friends. He was -- he really was in a very

good space.
Q Gkay. So what happened after he |eft
for Northern Col orado?
A Unfortunately, he started using again.
| know because he told nme and he texted ne and
said, you know, nom you know, everybody here
uses, and if you don't use, you won't have any
friends. And | was so distraught, | said,
Johnny, you know, why? You know, you renenber
what this did to you. Renenber, you know, you -
- this made you want to kill yourself, you know.
And you can nmake friends, you' re a wonderful
person. You don't need to do this. And | would
try, you know, to encourage him And he just
said, Mom I'mfine. |I'm you know, |'m going

to classes. |1'mdoing everything, and it's not
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hurting ne, and I'mfine. Until he wasn't. And

Q \What happened when you say, until he
wasn't ?

A  Wll, | got acall fromhim and it was
3:00 in the norning and so | said, Johnny,
what's wong? And he said, they bugged ny dorm
room And | said, who? What are you talking
about? And he said, The FBI. He said, this is
an FBlI base, and they are after ne, and they are
tracking ne, and ny roomis bugged, and ny
conputer is bugged. And I said, Johnny, that is
not an FBI base. That is a university.

| just had this cold chill run through

me and just realized ny son had just had a
conplete break with reality. He's starting to
say the nost delusional things |like the nob's
after me again. And | was trying to reason with
him and he said, you're in on it and he hangs
up on ne. And it was -- it was a nightmare. |
mean, the university wouldn't talk to nme because
they said he's 18 and he's entitled to his
privacy. And it -- | could not believe, you
know, that sonmeone could be having a nental

breakdown and you're not even allowed to get any
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information. And we drive up there, and he had
managed to convince themto change his dorm
room so he wasn't even in the -- in the dorm
room And then they wouldn't give us any
information. It was we -- we had to call his
psychiatrist to get themto allow himto talk to
us, to be released to us.

Q Did that work?

A And yeah, | nean, finally. They --
they took himto a -- well, he wouldn't go back
to Denver Springs, so we took himto another
hospital -- nental hospital. And they said that
he needed to be put on a bit of an antipsychotic
because he woul d not stop saying that the FBI
was after him that the nob was after him And
so they gave hima dose of, well, first they
gave hima nedicine that he was allergic to, and
then they gave hima -- a different one. And
they said that he would need to be on it for
nine nonths. And --

Q \Were was this hospital ?

A It was in H ghlands Ranch, H ghl ands
Behavi oral Center.

Q \What was he diagnosed with?

A Wll, again, he just tested for THC
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And the doctor said that he, you know, had
needed a dual diagnosis program because, you
know, the THC use was making himnmentally ill,
and that until he stopped the THC use, he was
going to continue to have these issues. And so
they agreed to allow himto |l eave if he agreed
to allow-- to go to this intensive outpatient
program So, he agreed, he gets his
prescription, he |l eaves, and he's at this
I ntensive outpatient program | take himfor
the first day, and I go to pick himup, and they
make ne pay. And | said, why -- why am/||
payi ng? Aren't you going to run this through ny
I nsurance? You know, we'd al ready gone through
all this. And they said, oh, he discharged
himself. And | said, Wiat are you talk -- how
can he discharge hinself? You -- you know, he -
- he was released fromthe nental hospital on
condition of being in this program And they
were |like, He's 18, and there's nothing, you
know, that we can do about it.

Q So he was -- was he on antipsychotics
at the time?

A  Yes.

Q And had he been diagnosed with
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psychosi s or schizophrenia or any rel ated
di sorder?

A They just, you know, they didn't call
it. No, they didn't call it schizophrenia.
They just said that it was a -- a psychosis, a
THC abuse, that it was related to his -- his
marijuana use. They didn't. You know, it was
just kind of a cannabi s-induced psychosis. But
they told us that if he continued to use, that

eventually it wasn't going to go away.

Q Ckay.

A So --

Q So -- so what happened?

A He was so --

Q So what happened?

A He was nore sober.

Q OCkay. Let ne -- let ne just ask real

qui ck. \What happened after he had di scharged
hi nmsel f from out patient?

A Wll, he had to go -- so we found a
program cal | ed Sandstone, and he was in -- he
was in areally weird spot because of his age.
He couldn't be with 21 year olds, but he was too
old to be with children, and so he just ended

up. It was very hard to find treatnent, and he
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was nmade fun of because they were on heroin and
crack, and they all laughed at him He cane
home cryi ng because they said that he was weak-
m nded because he was just addicted to
marijuana. So he refused to go to that program
and then we found hima psychiatrist thinking,
wel |, maybe he'll see a psychiatrist. And the
nurse practitioner told himthat he should use a
different strain, that the one he was usi ng was
obvi ously aggravating him | nean, it was -- it
was | ust unbel i evabl e.

Q Was he using at this tine?

A He's -- he was not using but then he
got in touch with a girlfriend that he had a
restraining order on the year before because she
had a donestic abuse charge agai nst her because
she was violent toward him And he had a
restraining order, and the restraining order
expired, and so he reached out to her again, and
she got him back into dabbing. At this --
before then, he was sober. He was living in a
condo that we owned. W noved himin. W got
hima dog. He was doing great. He wanted to
t ake anot her class. He was taking one class at

Col orado Technical University, and then this
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girlfriend enters the picture, gets himinto
dabbi ng again, and she punches himin the face,
and we end up at the hospital with him and he
gets another restraining order against her. And
this is when he realizes, like, his lifeis
falling apart because --

Q So this would've been the fall of 20197

A  Yes.

Q Ckay.

A And so he swears off marijuana again,
and he tells us, I'"mnever going to use again,
whi ch we'd heard before. And he was sober
again, and so in Cctober, this was Cctober now,
we took himto a Billy Joel concert to
cel ebrate, okay, you're, you know, you're sober.

You' re hol di ng down your job. He was working

at PetSmart in a kennel. And he -- he |oved
Billy Joel, and it was a great -- a great day.
And we -- he sang all the Billy Joel songs, and

he said to ne at the concert, this is the first

day of the rest of ny life, and | am never again

going to use any drug -- not just marijuana, you
know, obviously. But he said, |'m never going
to snoke a cigarette. |'mnever going to drink
al cohol. [|I'mnever going to ever use any
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substance, and | amgoing to be a great person.

Unbeknownst to us, he al so stopped
taking his antipsychotic just |ike that, which
you can't do. | nean, with any antipsychotic or
anti depression or antianxiety, you -- you have
to titrate it down slowy, which he was supposed
to do, but he just stopped taking it.

Q D d he continue to use narijuana?

A No.

Q Ckay.

A No. Fromwhat the doctors told us, the
medi ci ne that he was on, which was call ed
Vraylar, has a very long half-life. And so it
was about five weeks. So they think, obviously
we'll never know, that those, you know, nob are
after nme kind of delusions were com ng back,
whi ch i s what happens when you dramatically just
stop taking an antipsychotic. And so he cane
over to the house, and it was just three days
before he died, and he said, nom -

Q Wuld this have been Novenber of 20197

A  Yep.

Q GCkay. What did he say?

A He said, nom | just want you to know

that you were right. And | said, about what? |
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don't know what you're tal king about. And he
said, about the nmarijuana. He said, you
probably don't renenber, but you told ne many
years ago that marijuana would hurt mny brain,
and it has ruined nmy mnd and ny life and |'m
really sorry, mama. | |love you. And that was
probably suicidal, but our relationship had been
so damaged over the past few years that | -- |
t hought he was trying to reconcile, and I -- |
probably mssed it. It was probably his way of
sayi ng goodbye, and 15 m nutes before he died,
he sent out a Snapchat and he had bl ocked ne on
his Snapchat, so | didn't get it. Qur son got
it. And it was a picture of his car odoneter,
and it read 133661, which to ne and you woul d
probably nean nothing. He typed under it,
133661, Newton's 3rd law. He typed, for every
action there is an equal and opposite reaction.
For one extreme to exist, there nust be the
opposi ng, which, you know, what does that nean?
It nmeans nothing. It was just -- they -- they
t hi nk that because of his math m nd, he woul d' ve
seen that nunber as the threes added together
woul d be 16661. So maybe he thought that was a
magi cal nunber. Maybe he thought that he wasn't
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going to die, but in his notebook that we
recovered after his death, he was witing about
the nob being after him and everybody knew
everything about him and the FBlI, and he was
just clearly having nental health issues. And
he junped off the top of a six-story parking
garage. W did not watch the video, but a
public canera from RTD caught him junping off
the top at the Lincoln Square Lofts RTD garage
with arnms outstretched as if he thought that he
could fly.

Q How did you find out that your son had
di ed?

A W got a phone call in the mddle of
the night, and it said Douglas County Sheriff's
O fice. You know, | answered the phone and they
said, Ms. Stack? | said, Yes. They said, this
Is the Douglas County Sheriff's Ofice. | said,
do you have Johnny with you? And he said, no,
ma'am |'msorry, | don't. And | -- | just knew
t hat something was horribly wong. He said,
we're at your front door, can you please let ne
in? And he was standing there with a woman in
bl ack with a bag, and she said, M. and Ms.

Stack, I'mwith the Coroner's Ofice, and |'m so
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sorry to tell you that your son is deceased.

And | said, what are you tal king about? She
said, he's dead, ma'am He just junp -- junped
off the top of the parking garage at Lincoln.
They gave ne all his itens, and his keys and his
wal | et and his beanie and -- (Wtness crying.)

Q Gkay. Take a second.

A And | -- so | just screaned. | just
fell into nmy husband's arns, and it was the | ast
thing | expected to hear. | -- he had seened to
be doing so well. And | thought he would tell
me because he told ne the last tinme. But he
obviously didn't want ne to know. | think that
Johnny just thought this was the only answer.

He knew, he knew in the end that the marijuana
had rui ned his m nd.

Q Ckay. Laura, how has Johnny's death
affected the lives of your other children and
your husband?

A Well, this happened right before the
hol i days in 2019, so obviously that was
horrible. And then it was COVID, and so we were
| ocked down and alone. And it was the worst
time of ny life ever. | basically was in a

fetal position for six nonths, and I -- | had
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access to everything, so | started reading and

calling people. He had a blog. He had a

YouTube channel. | started calling doctors and
addi ction psychiatrists. | called Sir Robin
Murray from UK and Marta DI Forti. | started

corresponding with experts. And | put a post on
Facebook. | just said, has anybody ever heard

of dabbing? And | put a couple links, you know,

public service announcenent. And it got -- it
went viral. It got |ike 21,000 shares. And all
the parents were |ike, | have no idea what you

are tal king about. And ny husband and | j ust
deci ded, you know, if no one else is going to
tal k about this, we are going to have to talk
about this. W are -- we are going to have to
share what happened to our son and warn ot hers.
And so that's when we started our nonprofit.

Q \VWhat's the nonprofit called?

A Johnny's Anbassadors

Q Johnny's Anmbassadors?

A Johnny's Anbassadors. It's —

Q And what does Johnny's Anbassadors do?
A W nostly do mddle and hi gh school

assenblies. W are working very hard to keep

chil dren, teens, young people from-- from
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trying this through education, through science,
t hrough the -- by sharing all of the thousands
of research studies show ng the harnms of THC on
brai n devel opnent under the age of 30. |'ve
talked to over a half a mllion teens by nyself.
| do over 100 presentations a year. W have
over 250 trainers who do our prograns throughout
the United States. W have 18, 000 nenbers who
have been inpacted by their child s use. And
sadly, we have 2,700 -- 2,726 as of today --
parents whose children are in our cannabi s-
I nduced psychosis support group. W run nedia
canpai gns. W provide education to try to keep
this from happening to anyone el se.

Q Ckay. Let ne ask you, does Johnny's
Anbassadors have any relationship wth the DEA?

A  Yes.

Q How --

A W are a national DEA partner.

Q Ckay, and what does that nean?

A Wll, yeah. Wll, we signed an
agreenent that we would hel p each other. The
DEA approached ne to ask if | wanted to be
involved in their initiative. W agreed. They

sent ne a contract, which | signed. They
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pronote our work. In fact, today, just an enail
went out today fromthe DEA. W -- this is
Nati onal WMarijuana Facts Wek, great tim ng,
whi ch was started -- we started in 2021 wth
Johnny's Anbassadors. So the DEA sent out an
emai | about that today. They pronote our
canpai gns, send out our educational resources.
" minvolved in their canpus prevention
activities. | wite articles for them they
asked nme to participate next week with themin a
conference, in a session that we are doing for
National Famlies in Action at a conference for
the comunity anti-coalition drug -- anti-drug
coalitions of Anmerica, CADCA conference that's
next week.

We pronote their, you know, red ribbon
canpaigns and just So we -- we are in a-- in a
partnership --

Q Ckay.

A That they -- they're very interested in
wor king with us and hel ping us get the word out
about the harns of the THC in youth. You know,
in 2024, the last data we have from SAMHSA,

Subst ance and Mental Health Services

Adm ni stration, was nearly three mllion teens
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used marijuana in the past year, and they said
45 percent of them ages 12 through 17, had
cannabi s use disorder or problematic use. So |
mean, there are mllions of children who
struggle with this and we're just one story and
one |little nonprofit, but there are thousands
and thousands and t housands of parents whose
chil dren have been damaged by this.

Q Laura, | just have -- | just have one
nore question for you. |s there anything final
-- this is ny last substantive question, okay?
|s there anything final that you' d like to tell
the judge with respect to how your views have
changed on nmarijuana after you've suffered this
heart-rendi ng experience?

A Yes, | have a -- a statenent |1'd |ike
to read, please.

MR, KENEALLY: |'d ask that she be
allowed to read it to Judge.

JUDGE JULIUS: Any objection?

MR LONICH  No, Your Honor.

JUDGE JULIUS: Please, ma'am go ahead.

THE WTNESS: Johnny woul d be 26 years
oldif he were still alive today. | often

wonder what he would | ook |i ke and where he
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woul d be working. Wuld he be married? Wuld |
have any grandchildren? | wll never know the
answer to any of those questions, but one thing
| know for sure is that he woul d be here today
had he never used narij uana.

My son was loving, intelligent, and
talented with no history of nental illness, no
famly history, and no genetic risk. M son's
psychotic break woul d not have happened wi t hout
t he exposure to these hi gh-potency marijuana
fl owers, dabs, and vapes he was first given
t hrough friends and then bought with his nedical
card. Hundreds and thousands of teens and their
fam|ies have been harned by marijuana.

It is never guaranteed to be safe for
anyone at any age, but it's especially damagi ng
for people under the age of 30 whose brains are
still developing. It is not benign. It is not
harm ess. It is not nedical. Today's potent
pot and THC products are incredi bly addicting.
W see 1Qloss, loss of notivation, higher
school dropout rates, physical problens such as
cannabi noi d hyperenesis, vomting syndrone,
stroke, cardiovascul ar issues, and the onset of

medi cal ill nesses such as cannabi s-i nduced
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psychosi s, bipolar, anxiety, and depression in

the children in our group.
Many convert to serious nental

i1l nesses |ike schizophrenia and chronic
conditions that require Social Security paynents
for life at the taxpayers' expense, or worse,
they die through suicide Iike mne or violence
in violent issues or car crashes. M son Johnny
IS now a statistic. According to the Col orado
Vi ol ent Death Reporting System for ages 15
t hrough 18, in Col orado, suicide is the nunber
one cause of death, and nmarijuana is the nunber

one substance in their toxicology reports,
tw ce that of the nunber two substance, al cohol.

| don't know how many deaths it wll

take. | don't know how many near deaths, how
many nmental crises are necessary to get the
public's attention. | have personally seen
hundreds of nedical interventions now, famlies
each spendi ng hundreds of thousands of dollars
on treatnment and the tragic inpact on famli es,
communi ties, our children's personalities and
their potential. But yet the marijuana industry
just tells everybody it's just weed, and it

can't hurt them THC is the nunber one reason
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the schools tell ne they have alternate
educati on and vape detectors in the bathroom
Students are vapi ng high-potency THC right in
the classroom and marijuana is the nunber one
illicit substance for which teens are treated in
the United States. Cannabis remains the prinmary
driver of adol escent substance use disorder
treatnent adm ssions by a very w de margin.
Hundr eds of thousands of high school seniors are
the local drug dealers, like ny son, selling
| egal weed they got with a | egal nedical card,
bought in a | egal dispensary at 18 years old and
illegally selling it to other children.

More THC wi Il not nean nore benefit.
It will nmean nore harm |I'mterrified that no
one in the governnent understands or cares. M
DEA partner just sent nme a press release telling
nme that they just scheduled 70H i nto Schedul e |
because it, “Targets highly concentrated
synthetic 70H products which pose a grow ng
threat to public safety and health.” THC is no
different It's high potency, it's genetically
nodi fi ed marijuana, and products are nearly pure
in concentrated THC -- products are extracted

fromhenp with CBD and isonerized in a lab into
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cannabi noi d products that many of which we don't
even understand what they do, but they are
destroyi ng our children.

We continue to erode the perception of

harmin the mnds of mllions of teens, and we
will | ose generations of young people to
addiction and nental illness if we continue to

go down this path. Sone days | feel hopeless.

| give hundreds of student assenblies every
year, and | barely feel like |I'm making an
I npact. We need a nuch broader educati onal
canpai gn across the entire United States. |
feel crushed hearing countless stories every day
from parents wondering what their son's baseline
wi Il be when he | eaves the hospital again or
when he | eaves the residential treatnent again.

| feel broken-hearted tal king about the death
of ny son every day and our private group of
nore and nore people every day who | ose their
chil dren through suicide from THC out cones.

| hope that ny son's life saves

soneone. He was a great person. He didn't
deserve this. He wasn't perfect. He made sone
really bad choi ces, but he did not deserve to

becone psychotic froma drug that he was told
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was perfectly safe and nedical. He was a victim
of the marijuana addiction-for-profit industry,
and he shoul d never have had access to this in
the first place, and the governnent did not

I ntervene.

The marijuana industry is all about
noney, and they are preying on our children,
destroying their mnds and their futures.
MIlions of teens across the US are being
addi cted to and damaged by this substance,

t hi nking they're being cool or they're partying.
Johnny never thought that this would happen to
him Teens believe it's harml ess because of the

m si nformati on canpaign that is successfully
bei ng waged by the marijuana industry,
convincing themit's healthy. Al teens know a
doctor woul d never prescribe al cohol for stress.
Al'l teens know nicotine is addictive. All
teens know one pill can kill. But teens don't
know t hat marijuana can make you psychotic at 19
years old for the rest of their lives. They
have no i dea about the inpact of THC and how it
changes their brain devel opnent.

MR KENEALLY: Ms. Stack.

THE WTNESS: W are -
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BY MR KENNEALLY:

Q Let nme just interrupt you really --

A To protect --

Q Let ne interrupt you really quick. We
are on atine limt, and so if you could just
try to wap, yeah

A kay. One nore -- one nore sentence.

Q Ckay, go ahead.

A W have nornulized, commercialized, and
glorified this addictive and harnful substance
as proven by thousands of research studies.

Pl ease protect our youth and keep them from
foll ow ng Johnny's path. Thank you.

Q Ckay. | just have a few nore foll ow up
guestions for you just with regard to the
exhi bits that you offered.

A  Yes.

Q Ckay. And you have offered Exhibits 1
through 84. And prior to comng to court here
t oday, have you had the opportunity to review
all of those exhibits?

A | have.

Q Gay. And I'mdirecting your attention
to June of 2023. Are you aware of an effort to

collect affidavits fromparents in the SAM
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Net wor k, Smart Approaches to Marijuana, and
Every Brain Matters networks?

A Yes.

Q Gkay. Do you know what Every Brain
Matters is?

A  Yes.

Q Wat is it?

A Every Brain Matters is a nonprofit that
seeks to rai se awareness about the harns of
marij uana use.

Q Gkay. And do you know an Aubree Adans,
for the record, A-UB-RE-E, Adans, conmobn
spelling ADA-MS? Do you know Aubree Adans?

A  Yeah.

Q Ckay, who is she?

A | do. She is the Director of Every
Brain Matters.

Q Al right. And what about Crissy
G onewegen?

A  Yes.

Q Gkay. W is she?

A She is the Director of the Parent
Action Network, which is part of SAM Smart
Appr oaches to Marijuana.

Q Gkay. And how were these affidavits
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solicited?

A They were solicited via email. |
received an email fromCrissy soliciting
af fidavits.

Q Ckay. And she was soliciting
affidavits fromthe networks of both Every Brain
Matters as well as SAM Is that correct?

A That is correct. And Johnny's
Anmbassadors, we -- we do prevention and
education. So when we have a parent who is
Interested in policy or advocacy or |egislative
action, we refer themto Parent Action Network.

So there is sone, you know, overlap --

Q Ckay.

A I n our organizations.

Q GCkay. And in your experience
conmuni cati ng through these sanme networks, do
nmessages sent through these channels reliably
reach the defined comunity of parents?

A Yes. She had the direct emil
addr esses.

Q Ckay. And how were the affidavits
returned to Ms. G onewegen?

A | understand through enuail.

Q Gkay. And after Ms. G onewegen
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recei ved themthrough enmail, based on your
conversations with her, did she put themin a
box file?

A That is ny understanding.

Q Ckay. And did you have a conversation
with Ms. G onewegen with respect to her
collecting these affidavits and putting themin
t he box file?

A  Yes.

Q GCkay. And did you subsequently gain
access to a box file that Ms. G onewegen
forwarded to you that had 84 affidavits?

A  Yes.

Q GCkay. And did you review those
affidavits?

A | did.

Q Ckay.

A Every one.

Q Al right. And prior to comng to
court here today, did you have the opportunity
to review the affidavits 1 through 84 that are
bei ng offered by you?

A | did.

Q Ckay. And to the best of your

know edge, are these true and accurate copies of
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the parents affidavits collected by M.

G onewegen between June 20th and June 22nd of
2023 whi ch you reviewed and summari zed i n your
prelimnary statenent?

A They are.

Q Gkay. And based on your review, are
these affidavits sworn and signed by the
parent s?

A They are.

Q Gkay. And between you, M. Adans, and
Ms. G onewegen, do you know personally all of
the parents who submtted affidavits?

A  Yes.

MR, KENEALLY: Ckay. Judge, at this
time we would ask to admt M. Stack's Exhibits
1 through 84.

(Wher eupon, the docunents referred to
were marked as Stack’s Exhibit Nos. 1 through
84, for identification.)

JUDGE JULIUS: So, | understand these
are offered in support of Dr. Finn's interested
party cases.

MR KENEALLY: Yes.

JUDGE JULIUS: W' Il keep the
identification as Stack Exhibits 1 through 84,
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just for clarity. Any objection fromthe
gover nnment ?

GOVERNVENT COUNSEL: No objection, Your
Honor .

JUDCGE JULIUS: We will admt the Stack
Exhi bits 1 through 84.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
docunents marked as Stack’s Exhibit Nos. 1
t hrough 84 were received into evidence.)

MR, KENEALLY: Judge, we have no
further questions. Thank you.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. W just heard
sone very enotional testinony. | think a good
I dea would be for -- let's take a 15-m nute
break. Does the governnent have sonething to
say?

GOVERNVENT COUNSEL: The governnent has
no cross-exam nation for this one.

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Thank you. |
wasn't sure if there would be. So ma'am the
gover nnment doesn't have any questions for you.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

JUDCGE JULIUS: | don't have any
guestions for you either. | thank you very nuch

for sharing your famly's experience with us. |
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know this was |ikely not an easy thing for you
to do, but we do thank you for sharing your and
Johnny's story.

THE WTNESS: Thank you for |istening
to ne.

JUDCGE JULIUS: You're very wel cone,
ma'am So you're free to di sconnect whenever
you woul d i ke.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. Thanks so mnuch.
Bye- bye.

JUDCGE JULIUS: Thank you again, nma'am

Ckay. So. | think that concludes the case in
chief for Dr. Kenneth Finn, MD. W do still
have the question of Exhibit 108. | see we're
not schedul ed to have another case in chief
until Tennessee Bureau of |nvestigation
presents, and they're not schedul ed to present
until Friday, and they have on the attendance
notice that we requested at the outset of this
hearing, they're not scheduled to actually be
here until Friday. So | think we're in a
position where we can recess and have an off day
tonorrow for the parties to do whatever they
need to do with this case, other things. | also

don't believe, M. Keneally, you or your firm
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are set to appear after tonmorrow. How would you
propose that we proceed with regard to Exhi bit
108, which is still kind of a question mark?

MR, KENEALLY: | would propose that we
recess now. W submt an updated table of
contents, and then I can do ny best to
coordinate wwth the DEA offline. If we need to
appear because we're unable to resolve that,
then I can have sonebody appear. | can be sure
to -- | can be sure to appear.

JUDCGE JULIUS: GCkay. That sounds Iike
a path forward. |If you're able to reach sone
agreenent as to the contents of Exhibit 108,
just file a notice the way you' ve been filing
docunents, and we'll -- we'll do that, and if we
need to cone in and have a conversation about
iIt, we can certainly do that. Al right. Any
ot her procedural matters fromany parties before
we adj ourn today?

MR, EVANS: Well, Your Honor, |'d just
like to say sonmething since | won't be back
here. Can you point it towards ne?

COURT REPORTER  Yes, certainly.

MR EVANS: |1'd |like to ask the DEA

attorneys to go back to your superiors and tell
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themthey' re making a terrific m stake. Thank
you.

JUDGE JULIUS: GCkay. Any other
procedural matters today?

MR. McNICHOLS: Not for us.

MR, LONICH Nothing fromthe
gover nnent .

JUDGE JULIUS: Okay. Thank you. We'll
I ssue an order alerting everyone, including the
public, that tonorrow will be in recess just so

nobody feels the need to here tonorrow. But

we'll resunme on Friday at 9:00 in the norning,
and we wll intend to start with Tennessee
Bureau of Investigation's case in chief. | w sh

everyone well until we see you on Friday. W
will be in recess.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 1:54 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of the action.
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